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SPRINGFIELD — A piece of 
facade fell off of a building and 
injured a CodeBlue employee on 
Friday morning in a “freak acci-
dent.”

About 9:45 a.m. a piece of 
facade fell from 10 E. Main St., 
a vacant century-old building 
that most recently was home to 
a nightclub, said Battalion Chief 
Matthew Smith of the Springfield 
Fire/Rescue Division.

Yvonne McLaughlin, 51, a 
CodeBlue employee who was out-
side for a fire drill at the next 
door Bushnell Building, 12 E. 
Main St., was struck by the fall-
ing material, said Smith, who add-
ed that the drill and falling facade 
appear to be unrelated. McLaugh-
lin was treated at Springfield 

Regional Medical Center and later 
discharged.

“The next step is to make sure 
we work with the city and build-
ing owners to make sure it doesn’t 
happen again,” CodeBlue CEO 
Paul Gross said. “It was a freak 
accident.”

The building is owned by Wel-
lington Square, the real estate 
arm of the Turner Foundation, 
confirmed John Landess, the 

foundation’s executive director.
“The first thing we’re going to 

do is get scaffolding up there and 
start working with the city and 
fire marshal to make sure every-
thing is secure,” Landess said. 
“I’ve called (Gross) to let him 
know we’re here to help in any 
way and to apologize for the situ-
ation.”

Springfield fire and police 
crews shut down Main Street 
from South Limestone Street to 
North Fountain Avenue on Fri-
day morning. The street remained 
closed as crews worked on the 
facade Friday evening.

Part of the facade fell off, but 
it did not impact the structural 
integrity of the building, Smith 
said.

When the facade fell, there was 
little warning to move out of the 
way, said witness Chris Hild.

“Part of the front of the build-
ing fell off,” he said. “I heard it 
crack ... and looked up to see it 
coming down.”

It was difficult to tell what was 
happening, he said.

CodeBlue employee was 
treated and released at 
hospital.

A woman was taken to the hospital by squad Friday after she was hit by a piece of falling facade from a 
building at 10 E. Main St., according to the Springfield Fire/Rescue Division. STAFF PHOTOS BY MARSHALL GORBY
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Falling debris injures woman  
during a fire drill downtown

By Dave Larsen
and Brandon Smith-Hebson
Staff Writers

Clark, Champaign, Miami and 
Madison counties join 64 oth-
ers in the state in not testing 
mosquitoes for the viruses they 

carry.
This year, it could be a prob-

lem.
So far in 2011, Ohio has seen 

a three-fold increase in the num-
ber of mosquitoes testing posi-
tive for West Nile Virus, a poten-
tially serious illness spread by 
the bite of infected mosquitoes, 
according to state Department 
of Health officials.

Epidemiologists counter that 
the increase is tempered by the 
fact that humans’ resistance to 

the disease grows every year, 
and that statewide, the virus 
never had a great impact — at 
its peak, 15 cases statewide, 
with one death in the 15 cases.

But the Ohio Department 
of Health admitted outbreaks 
might not be spotted when large 
swaths of the state aren’t tested, 
as is the current situation.

“In areas of the state where 
surveillance does not occur, the 
impact is that we can’t be posi-
tive regarding what the virus is 

doing in those areas relative to 
the rest of the state,” an ODH 
spokeswoman, Shannon Libby, 
wrote in an e-mail response.

A map produced by the fed-
eral government shows that all 
counties in Indiana and Penn-
sylvania test mosquitoes. Many 
other states’ testing policies are 
unclear.

Ohio doesn’t require local 
health departments to test, but 
the state supplies departments 
with free mosquito traps and 

tests the collected mosquitoes at 
its Columbus lab for free, as well 
as pays for shipping.

Local health departments call 
it a question of labor costs.

“Larger metro areas seem to 
be able to afford mosquito trap-
ping,” said Dan Chatfield, Clark 
County’s environmental health 
official, in an email message. 
“We have not been at full staff 
for some time.”

Most counties forgo mosquito testing
PUBLIC HEALTH

Positive tests for West 
Nile Virus up three-fold 
in Ohio so far this year.
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SPRINGFIELD — Two teenag-
ers convicted of robbing and kill-
ing a 21-year-old Springfield man 
will spend the next 15 years in 
prison.

Spencer Whitt, 18, and Jus-
tin S. Schell, 17, were sentenced 
Friday in Clark County Com-
mon Pleas Court in separate hear-
ings that the victim’s family said 
brought some closure to their 
lives after the March 5 death of 
Rick D. Scott Jr.

“We’ve got a wound that’s nev-
er, ever going to heal. But this 
brings closure to a degree,” the 
victim’s father, Rick Scott Sr. said.

Judge Richard O’Neill sen-
tenced Whitt to 15 years to life 
in prison one day after the teen 
pleaded guilty to a murder charge 
as part of a plea agreement in 
which aggravated robbery charges 
were dropped.

Schell, who received a plea deal 
in May after agreeing to testify 
against Whitt, was sentenced to 15 
years on involuntary manslaughter 
and aggravated robbery charges.

Whitt and Schell were convict-
ed in the shooting death of Rick 
D. Scott Jr. in the chest in the 
1000 block of North Fountain 
Avenue near Cecil Street, about 
200 feet from his home.

Jonathan D. Kittle, 18, who 
prosecutors say was the gunman, 
pleaded guilty to murder and rob-
bery charges for his role in Scott’s 
death and was sentenced in May 
to 15 years to life in prison, 
according to court documents.

During Schell’s hearing, he 
turned to the Scott family and 
apologized.

“I’m sorry for my involvement 
in your son’s death and I’m sorry 
you lost your son,” Schell said.

The apology was the only one 
issued by any of the three defen-
dants and was therapeutic for his 
mother, Lisa, who expressed relief 
now that all three of the men 
involved in her son’s death have 
been sentenced.

“It’s closure. We can now move 
on with our lives,” Lisa Scott, 46, 
said.

Schell’s apology also was appre-
ciated by the victim’s grandpar-
ents, Robert and Janice Scott, and 
his father.

But Rick Scott Sr. said an apol-
ogy does little to ease the pain the 
“senseless” act caused him and 
his family.

COURTS

Two teens 
sentenced 
in robbery, 
slaying
Each receives a 15-year 
sentence in slaying of 
Rick D. Scott Jr.
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SPRINGFIELD — Witten-
berg’s freshman class is 13 per-
cent larger this year, more geo-
graphically diverse and has signif-
icantly higher average high school 
grades.

All those good stats represent 
the result of a years-long push for 

more applicants, said Sarah Kelly, 
vice president of enrollment man-
agement.

Applications to Wittenberg 
increased by 86 percent from last 
year, from 3,277 to 6,114. Kelly’s 
office granted admission to 60 
percent more students than they 
did last year — much more than 
they could handle, which is com-
mon.

It’s common because colleges 
can determine the likelihood any 
particular student will come, Kel-
ly said. So generally, there’s no 
overbooking of the dorms or the 
classrooms.

But the percent who chose to 
attend out of those admitted also 
likely went down, according to a 
document given to the Springfield 
News-Sun. The push for applica-
tions drew in students who were 
less likely to attend than students 
in previous years’ groups.

“Students are applying to 
upwards of 10 colleges now,” Kel-
ly said. “So the market is spread-
ing itself over a wider range. The 
second thing is that we’re going 
after students that are very desir-
able to a lot of schools.”

All those applications had 
another effect: more rejection let-

ters.
The percentage of applicants 

who got small envelopes in the 
mail from Wittenberg — that 
timeless, depressing indication of 
a denial letter — rose dramatical-
ly this year.

It may be counter intuitive, but 
a lower acceptance rate makes a 
college more attractive because it 
can say it is more exclusive.

“When you have more students 
(applying), you can be more selec-
tive,” Kelly said. “It’s not just 
about GPA and test scores. It’s 
about geographic diversity, cultur-
al diversity.”

Wittenberg reports applications up 86 percent
HIGHER EDUCATION

Freshman class size is 
up 13 percent from last 
year, officials say.

By Megan Gildow-Anthony
Staff Writer

SPRINGFIELD — Northeast-
ern Local Schools students will 
see several new faces — and 
familiar faces in new positions 
— when they return to school 
Wednesday, Aug. 24.

Several retirements made way 
for lots of new faces and new 
roles in the staff, said new Super-
intendent Louis Kramer.

Kramer was hired to replace 
Rick Broderick and joins the 
district from Mad River Local 
Schools in Montgomery County, 
where he was assistant superin-
tendent. 

Frank Eaton, an intervention 
specialist in the district will be 
the special education supervisor.

Joining Kramer on the central 
administration staff are former 
Northeastern principals Sean 
Blazer, now assistant superin-
tendent, and Steve Linson, now 
director of pupil personnel.

Four principals are returning 
to the same schools this year. Ted 
Williams and Todd Justice will 
continue leading South Vienna 
middle and elementary schools, 
respectively, while Michelle 
Hines returns to Northridge Mid-
dle School and John Hill once 
again serves as principal of Ken-
ton Ridge High School.

At Northeastern High School, 
assistant principal Chris James 
will replace Mark Klopfenstein, 
who retired last year. Kenton 
Ridge teacher Brian Masser will 
be assistant principal there.

Rob Shaffer will take over at 
Northridge Elementary. 

Scott Blackburn, an assistant 
principal at Kenton Ridge will 
become principal at Rolling Hills. 
Ally Teusink, a teacher from 
Tulles Career Technology Cen-
ter near Plain City, will become 
assistant principal at Kenton 
Ridge.
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Staff 
changes 
abound 
in district
New superintendent at 
helm of Northeastern 
Local Schools.

Mosquito continued on B2

Spencer Whitt (left) and Justin S. 
Schell will spend 15 years in prison.

A piece of falling facade from a 
building at 10 E. Main St. struck a 
woman Friday morning, accord-
ing to the Springfield Fire/Rescue 
Division.






