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Expect big changes from the iPad
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Chances are, you and
I won’t be buying
anything called an

iPad any time soon. But that
doesn’t mean this new thing
with the silly name won’t
eventually change the way we
live.

In case you haven’t heard,
the iPad is something of a
new computer from Apple,
meant to bridge the gap
between the iPhone, popular
for a few years now, and
Apple’s line of laptop comput-
ers. When turned off, it just
looks like a 9.5-inch-by-7.5-
inch sliver of black glass on
one side, and shiny metal on
the other side. It’s only half an
inch thick and weighs a pound
and a half. (At least that’s
what the company and tech
reviewers tell me. The only
samples were in California for
journalists to play with
Wednesday, and I didn’t fly
out of frigid Chicago to par-
ticipate.)

I say “something of a com-
puter” because it’s not a com-
puter. It can’t do everything
computers can do, but Apple’s
target market isn’t the person
who needs a computer.
Rather, it’s someone who
needs something that can do
most things a computer can
do, a bit more simply. The
sacrifice is your ability to cus-
tomize your experience.

That’s just the thing,
though. There’s a big
untapped market of people
needing something exactly
like this. So in that way,
Apple’s succeeded. They’ve
also succeeded in supplanting
the e-reader Amazon Kindle,
which now there’s no longer a
reason to purchase.

But the iPad will go further
than push up Apple’s stock
price. Whether alone or
through driving competition
(although probably alone), it
will finally remove computing
from something you do at a

certain place to something you
truly do everywhere, for every
reason.

To a certain extent, the
iPhone started that trend. Way
back in 2007, it snuck this
extra computing power in on
the side, under our noses, and
created a market for some-
thing we didn’t know we
could use — computing
power and Internet access on-
the-go.

In case you don’t own an

iPhone or iPod Touch (which
is the computing experience
of the iPhone without the
phone function), here’s the
lowdown. They can instantly
make us more productive at
office work or farm work, bet-
ter cooks, more frequent com-
municators with family, better
musicians. Applications for
these little devices can listen
to a song and tell us its name,
lyrics, and where to purchase
it. They can take pictures of
bar codes on products and tell
us where to buy them more
cheaply. (I’m sure by now
there’s a version that takes
into account location, as well.)
On them we can play memory
games to literally exercise our
brain, keeping our noggins
healthy into our old age.

A few applications even
read bar codes or search by
product name and tell us what
impact that product has on the
environment and society,
including company workers. It
will recommend alternatives if
they exist.

The point is, there’s an
endless market for crunching
data that directly pertains to
our real lives, and only since
July 10, 2008, when the Apple
App Store was unveiled, did
the floodgates open.

The personal computer was
only a baby step, in that it
replaced all the stuff that
could obviously be digitized.
Now the mindset is, “what
can’t data-crunching help us
with?”

Heck, you can now run an
entire business and all its
finances, inventory, advertis-
ing — everything — through
an iPhone. Not that it’s the
ideal situation, but it can be
done. And easier than you
think. (I can’t say the same
for the iPad, which ships in
March and runs from $499 to
$829. It doesn’t have a camera
for barcode scanning or a
built-in phone.)

Because of these deficien-
cies, critics say the iPad’s
hype concluded in a bit of a
letdown, but Apple knew what
it was doing. It wanted to hit a
low price point — $499 was
what the original iPhone cost
— and it knew it was creating
another space in our lives.

We just don’t know it
yet.

———
EDITOR’S NOTE —

Brandon Smith is a journalism
student at Columbia College
Chicago, specializing in sci-
ence writing and magazine
editing. Originally from
Washington Court House, he
has written for several Brown
Publishing newspapers,
including the Wilmington
News Journal.

The first way Apple changed life on this planet actually
wasn’t through applications. It was by allowing the people
who produce content — musicians, app programmers — to
extract money from the consumer in a way other than via
advertising. Think a subscription to your local newspaper.

Years ago, the iPod — another contraption with a silly
name — arrived. Back then, everyone kept their music on
disks of plastic and metal and had to lug around a 30-
pound zippered case if they wanted to hear one from their
collection on the go.

More importantly, back then, it was predicted that
downloading would absolutely destroy the music industry
because in just a few years’ time (it was said) no one
would be willing to pay for music.

What’s interesting is that today, the music industry has-
n’t lost that much money. By some accounts, they haven’t
lost any.

(Illegal downloading has gone up, but listenership to
music has skyrocketed. Seems that people — especially
young people — download illegally as a way to hear new
music. In general they continue to support their favorite
artists monetarily.)

The world of publishing is hoping for the same line of
rescue. People have been shown to be willing to pay small
sums of cash for a single item for their mobile devices.
That portability, apparently, brings back value to the same
content people deemed devoid of value on the Internet.

But, maybe for the best, journalists aren’t betting that
the iPad will save their jobs singlehandedly. I follow a lot
of them on Twitter, and one of them said, “When the iPad
saves journalism maybe I can afford to buy one.”

What impact on journalism?
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Letters to the editor must be
signed and contain the address
and phone number of the
writer. E-mail letters to
info@wnewsj.com, “Attn:
Letters to Editor” or submit
typed to the News Journal, 47
S. South St., Wilmington. The

phone number will not appear
in the newspaper. All letters
will be confirmed by telephone
before they are published. An
article comment made through
the newspaper’s Web site is not
regarded as a submitted letter
to the editor. The publisher

reserves the right to edit or
reject any letter deemed
libelous or a misrepresenta-
tion of facts. Letters also will
be put onto www.wnewsj.com.
Please limit letters to a maxi-
mum length of 350 words for
the daily newspaper.

Letter to the editor

Editor, News Journal:
Gary Kersey spoke on General James Denver

to the Men’s Fellowship group at First Christian
Church Disciples of Christ in late January. Gary,
of course, is famous around here for his schol-
arly works and wonderful play on Abraham
Lincoln. His presentation was very good as it
always is, breathing life into the faded yellow
pages of history and making it entertaining for
all. He made me think about some famous peo-
ple from Clinton County we do not pay tribute
to but should. General Denver is one. Another is
Eli Harvey, the famous sculptor. General Denver
was a risk-taker who did great things that helped
shape the nation. Sadly, the only tribute to him
is our lovely old hotel downtown and his large
monument in the cemetery. Just ask anyone on
the street about this man and likely it is precious
little other than those two things.

Gary suggested there should be a day of trib-
ute to General Denver and I agree. Though I
might be considered the last person to say we

should have a day to honor a Democrat, I do
think we should honor this man who was a war-
rior in the Mexican and Civil War; Governor of
Kansas, including the Colorado territory, the
namesake for Denver, Colo.; and a man who
took some stands that were very controversial,
but important in his day. He is a part of the fab-
ric of our history that we should embrace and
celebrate.

Right now we may face a bleak present and a
uncertain future, but we certainly can be proud
of our past and use it to draw positive attention
to our community and, who knows, perhaps that
will get the attention of someone or a company
who will come here and create new opportuni-
ties for us. Perhaps by saluting the General with
some sort of celebration, we can make new con-
nections and move forward with our future by
honoring our past.

TIM INWOOD
Wilmington

We need special day to honor Gen. Denver

The presentation of the American Red Cross
Heroes Awards is an opportunity for residents of
Clinton and Highland counties to honor someone
whose extraordinary acts or efforts led to saving or
improved the lives of people in the community. These
are awards which go the heart of what the American
Red Cross is all about, an organization of volunteers
— each of them heroes in their own right — who can
be depended upon to be there to help in time of need.
The Heroes Awards also go to the heart of what this
community is all about — neighbors helping neigh-
bors.

The American Red Cross has extended the dead-
line for nominations for this year’s Heroes Awards to
Feb. 5. We urge local residents to submit nominations
for Heroes Awards to the American Red Cross. Not
every nominee can win an award, but each is notified
of the nomination. That, in itself, can mean a lot. It
can tell the individual that someone in their commu-
nity noticed his or her efforts to help or improve the
lives of others.

We also encourage local residents and business
representatives to attend the annual Clinton and
Highland County Heroes Awards Breakfast on March
24 at the Roberts Centre. Individual Hero Awards
will be announced at that event, and the audience will
learn about the many ways the American Red Cross
serves the community.

The guest speaker for the breakfast certainly would
know of an individual to nominate for a Heroes
Award. Dave Sanderson, a native of Hillsboro, was
aboard the U.S. Airways Flight 1549. That flight is
now known as “The Miracle on the Hudson” due to
the quick thinking and skills of the pilot, Chesley
“Sully” Sullenberger. The airliner experienced engine
trouble after striking a flock of Canada Geese.
Sullenberger successfully landed the Airbus A320 on
the Hudson River, and all 155 occupants were able to
evacuate with no loss of life.

Sullenberger is a national hero, deservedly so. But
there are so many others, including individuals in this
community, who have done extraordinary acts or
helped improve the lives of others in our local area.
The American Red Cross Heroes Awards for Clinton
and Highland counties is a way that our local heroes
can receive the recognition they deserve.

Other viewpoints

By The Associated Press
Excerpts of recent editorials

in newspapers elsewhere:
The Dayton Daily News,

Jan. 22:
The U.S. Supreme Court

didn’t merely strike down a
central part of the McCain-
Feingold campaign finance
law, overturn two of its own
recent decisions and overrule a
federal law that was more than
60 years old. It leaped for an
excuse to do so.

The bill was fundamentally
about the funding of campaign
ads on television. But the issue
that came before the court was
about a movie an anti-Hillary
Clinton diatribe that was
designed to test the law.

The court could have over-
ruled all restrictions on that
movie without going after
McCain-Feingold, much less
older law. The court resolutely
set aside its alleged commit-
ment to “judicial restraint.”
Recent conservative nominees
have insisted they believe in
deciding what’s necessary and
at hand, not in reaching out;
that they believe in deferring to
legislatures where possible and
to prior decisions. Chief
Justice John Roberts likened
himself to a mere “umpire.”
This is a redesign of the game.

At any rate, the court is not
convincing in its argument that
rules restricting corporate enti-
ties in politics amount to limits
on speech. The people who
own or work for corporations
have remained as free as any-
body to participate in politics.

Even the corporations them-
selves have always been free to
proselytize in all manner of

ways: issuing statements, hold-
ing press conferences, whatev-
er. Under McCain-Feingold,
the idea was not to squelch
them, but to put them under the
same kind of restraints in
fundraising as the candidates.

———
The (Cleveland) Plain

Dealer, Jan. 14:
Mark McGwire, who hit

583 home runs for the Oakland
Athletics and St. Louis
Cardinals between 1986 and
2001, has finally admitted
what most baseball fans con-
cluded long ago: that he took
performance-enhancing drugs,
notably steroids and human
growth hormone, for much of
his career.

In an interview with Bob
Costas, McGwire tearfully
apologized to everyone in the
baseball-playing world and
urged young athletes not to fol-
low his poor example.

Baseball Commissioner
Bud Selig was quick to say
McGwire’s confession cleared
the way for his return to base-
ball — he is to be a Cardinals
coach this season — and
proved that baseball’s drug
problem is over.

Sorry, but McGwire admit-
ting the obvious will not close
this ugly chapter — nor should
it absolve those who defied the
law and abused the trust of
fans. Other users also need to
come clean. So do the owners
and executives — including
Selig and former union boss
Donald Fehr — who ignored
clear evidence that drugs were
undermining the game’s
integrity. Until then, this issue
won’t die.


