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Weather drawing by Gage Smith,
Wilmington

Gorgeous again
Sunny today. Highs in the
lower 80s.
Clear tonight. Lows in the
lower 50s.
See FOR THE RECORD,
Page 2A
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Teen dies in ATV mishap
CHESTER TOWNSHIP

14 year old
was Clinton-Massie
seventh grader
News Journal staff report

an all-terrain vehicle (ATV) accident in
a ravine with steep sides at Caesar
Creek State Park.
Fourteen-year-old Austin Johannes
died when the ATV flipped over on
him, said Ohio State Highway Patrol
Trooper Jacob Daymon. On Tuesday
evening, Daymon said officials were
not sure what exactly happened, and it
wasn’t clear whether Johannes was
attempting to go up the side of a ravine

or down into a ravine.
The site is off State Route 380 and
in thick woods, according to Daymon.
Daymon said he believes it was relatives who found the accident scene. A
9-1-1 call was received at 5:25 p.m.
Tuesday. The Clinton County coroner
pronounced Johannes dead at the
scene.
Not only was Johannes a ClintonMassie student, but his mother Brenda

is a first-grade teacher for the school
district. Father Matt is environmental
health director with the Clinton County
Health Department.
“The whole school is impacted,”
Clinton-Massie
Local
Schools
Superintendent Ron Rudduck said
about 10 p.m. Tuesday at the Lebanon
Road school grounds. He said a lot of

Johnston wins
100th match

A Clinton-Massie seventh-grade
boy lost his life Tuesday afternoon in

Wilmington
senior Tyler
Johnston
rallied for his
100th career
tennis victory
in a match
against
Centerville.

Interest whirls around wind power
CLINTON COUNTY
By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

It stands to be known
whether the citizens and
landowners turned out at
TAKE NOTE
Tuesday evening’s meeting
because of optimism or skepticism — or some combination
Local graduates will be of both. But they really did
featured Friday in a special turn out.
The standing-room-only
section in the News Journal.
Keep an eye out for the sen- crowd of about 80 spectators
was described as “beyond my
iors in your life.
wildest expectation” by Chris
Schock, executive director of
INSIDE
the Clinton County Regional
Planning Commission.
Paul Hunter, a key organizer of the informational meetStart your engines! ing, said, “You (the News
Get an inside look at this Journal) asked a question:
‘will there be interest?’ Well,
week in NASCAR.
See Page 6B ta-da!”
The wind power meeting
started around 7 p.m. in the
ON THE WEB
East Clinton High School
library, following the commisSign up for breaking news sion’s meeting at 6 p.m.
Time allotted for audience
and e-mail newsletters on
questions
— about 17 minutes
the News Journal’s Web site
— was quickly filled up by
at www.wnewsj.com.
factual requests, but little negative talk about windmills
LOTTERY
could be heard in the chatter
From Tuesday’s day drawing:
after the meeting.
Pick 3: 6, 0, 6
However, comments about
Pick 4: 2, 2, 0, 4
the noise and unsightliness of
Ten-Oh: 1, 3, 8, 14, 17, 18, turbines have been posted on
21, 22, 27, 31, 33, 42, 46, the News Journal Web site. At
47, 49, 59, 60, 71, 72, 75
Tuesday’s meeting, turbine
See SPORTS, Page 1B

Get the latest

From Tuesday’s night drawing:

THOUGHT FOR TODAY
“Some stories don’t have
a clear beginning, middle
and end. Life is about not
knowing, having to change,
taking the moment and
making the best of it,
without knowing what’s
going to happen next.
Delicious ambiguity.”
— Gilda Radner, American
comedian (1946-1989)

TODAY’S INDEX
■ Obituaries Page 2A
■ Social Page 3A
■ Viewpoints Page 4A
■ Nation/World Page 5A
■ Food Page 6A
■ Local Page 7A
■ Community Page 8A
■ Sports Page 1B, 2B
■ Comics Page 3B
■ Crossword Page 3B
■ Classifieds Page 4B-5B
■ NASCAR Page 6B
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See WIND, Page 8A

See TEEN, Page 7A

New EC
principals
appointed
LEES CREEK
By GARY
HUFFENBERGER

Congrats grads!

Pick 3: 2, 0, 5
Pick 4: 4, 0, 1, 2
Ten-Oh: 2, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12,
13, 17, 20, 25, 31, 33, 40,
43, 45, 50, 53, 59, 72, 78
Rolling Cash 5: 3, 8, 12, 22, 31

75 CENTS

ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

News Journal photo/Brandon Smith

At least 75-80 people showed up to hear about the potential for wind power in Clinton County, resulting in a standing-room-only crowd. Representatives from two different wind power developers
spoke about the nature of hosting wind turbines on farm property.

State Senate made wind power viable
“We don’t have the sun of Arizona or the
wind of Kansas or places like that, but within
[Ohio] we have certain advantages,” said
Chris Schock, executive director of the
Clinton
County
Regional
Planning
Commission.
“Because of the state incentive … it’s starting to make economic sense.”
Ohio Senate Bill 221 is that incentive. It
requires power companies in the state to

obtain certain percentages of their electricity
from renewable energy — like solar and wind
— and “advanced” energy — like through
nuclear power or fuel cells.
By the year 2025, 25 percent of all power
generated for Ohio would be through either
renewables or advanced processes, according
to Mark Linsberg, the head of renewable energy projects for Dayton Power and Light.
Linsberg was present at Tuesday’s meeting.

New principals for East
Clinton High School and
New Vienna Elementary
School were approved at
the school board meeting
Tuesday.
Michael B. Edwards will
be the new high school
principal. He has worked as
a principal three times
before, including currently
as the principal of grades
seven to 12 for Riverside
Local Schools in DeGraff.
Prior to that, Edwards
was high school principal
and special education director for Riverside Local
Schools from 2005 to 2008
and principal at Madison
Plains Middle School from
2003 to 2005.
When he taught, the subjects for the most part were
science and health.
The board voted 4-1 to
hire Edwards, with board
member Kevin Brown casting the no vote. Prior to the
roll call vote, several residents of the district
expressed their support for
See EC, Page 8A

Communities to honor
fallen on Memorial Day
CLINTON COUNTY
News Journal staff report

Memorial Day is a United
States federal holiday observed
on the last Monday of May.
Formerly known as Decoration
Day, it commemorates U.S.
men and women who died
while in the military service.
First enacted to honor Union
soldiers of the American Civil
War, it was expanded after
World War I to include
American casualties of any war
or military action. Many
Americans also use the holiday
to honor other family members
who have died.
Area cemeteries will honor
fallen heroes and loved ones on
Memorial Day. Services will
include the following:
BLANCHESTER
Garrison
Pioneer
Cemetery — Services will be
held Monday at 1 p.m. on
Shawnee
Trace
Road,
Blanchester.

The
Garrison
Corner
Cemetery Association organizes the service each year. This
year Joyce Peters, regent,
George Clinton Chapter,
Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) will be the
speaker. Peters is also State of
Ohio DAR historian.
V.F.W. Post 7484 will be
doing the Presentation of
Colors along with Blanchester
Boy Scout Troop 47. Denzil
Tedrick, V.F.W. Post 7484, will
be laying the memorial wreath.
Ryan Steward will play “Taps”
and Caroline Rhude will lead
the Pledge of Allegiance.
Second Creek United
Methodist Church Cemetery
— Services will be held
Sunday at 11 a.m. at the church
at the intersection of Second
Creek and Rhude roads. The
Rev. Gerald L. Duecker will
give the address and conduct
services in the church. Guest
See MEMORIAL, Page 7A
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Talented young artists

Clinton-Massie Local Schools Treasurer Cathy Leichliter admires artwork displayed at this
week’s school board meeting. The pieces were done by Clinton-Massie High School students
who won art awards this school year, under the direction of art teacher Kristin Walker. The
work on the right is by senior Chelsea Witherby. It’s a portrait of her and a sister done in the
media of Conti Crayon, charcoal and pencil. The center piece is by junior Katie Heyob while
the tiger on the left is the work of sophomore Rachel Brooker.
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Masonry students build
sign for Wilmington
school
Laurel Oaks Masonry students are using their skills to benefit the community. The students, juniors and seniors in the
Masonry program, are building a sign at the Wilmington Middle School. Materials are being donated by the Academic
Boosters.
“We’re proud to serve our community and feeder schools,”
said instructor Shawn Wilkin. His students have done a variety
of repair and construction projects in the Laurel Oaks community.
Students in the program learn a wide range of skills, and
can even earn college credit through Hocking College and
Cincinnati State. Area contractors have recently said that construction jobs continue to be available for students who graduate from Laurel Oaks programs. For more information about
masonry and other construction programs for high school students and adults, contact Laurel Oaks at 937-382-1411.
Pictured at right are juniors in the Masonry program. They
are Cory Allen (Hillsboro City), Jordan Barber (Clinton
Massie), James Brayton (Clinton Massie), Dillon Carter
(Greenfield), Timothy Cowman (Greenfield), Chase Gillenwater (Greenfield), Cassandra Grider (Wilmington), Keith Griffith
(Blanchester), Justin Hammond (East Clinton), Brandon Kern
(Lynchburg), Tommy Lawwill (Hillsboro City), Kaleb Leonard
(Hillsboro City), Jakeb Smith (Wilmington) and Tyler Spurlock
(East Clinton).
Contributed photo

Poppies for sale at Blan businesses ■ EC

Members of the American Legion Auxiliary
Unit 179 will hold a poppy sale Friday and
Saturday at several Blanchester area businesses,
including National Bank and Trust and Save-ALot.
The auxiliary understands the sacrifice
Armed Forces have made to preserve freedom.
To honor past and current American service
members, Unit 179 ladies will be selling the traditional poppies for monetary donations.
Blanchester Mayor Chad Hollon proclaimed
Friday as Poppy Day in Blanchester.
The proclamation reads in part: “Millions
who have answered the call to arms have died
on the field of battle. A nation of peace must be
reminded of the price of war and the debt owed
to those who have died on the field of battle. The
red poppy has been designated as a symbol of
sacrifice of lives in all wars.”
In the proclamation, Hollon asks “all citizens
pay tribute to those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the name of freedom by wearing the
Memorial poppy on this day.”
Poppy Fund chairman Tina Fischer said proceeds from the poppy sale will benefit local veterans and their families. “This entire Memorial
Day weekend will pay tribute to all veterans,
especially those who are currently serving in the
War on Terror,” Fischer added.

“The Poppy’s Plea”
Velma Chaney, a 61-year member of the
auxiliary, best explains the importance of
this cause with her poem:
I’m just a little red crepe paper poppy
But won’t you heed my plea?
Wear me proudly on Poppy Day
And aid humanity.
Fashioned by disabled veterans
Whose long hospital hours
Are lightened and brightened
As they assemble the flowers.
Replica of Flanders Field poppies
That decorate comrades’ graves “Over
There”
Symbol of sacrifice and courage
For freedom everywhere.
Emblem of faith and remembrance
For much did these brave men give,
That in freedom and security
Everyone might live.
When Auxiliary members offer a poppy,
Wear it proudly and gratefully;
To aid and honor those who gave
For freedom and liberty.

Continued from Page 1A
hiring former East Clinton vocational-agriculture teacher Ken
Fliehman as high school principal. When Brown voted no, he
looked at Edwards and told him
the no vote didn’t have anything
to do with him.
Edwards received a two-year
contract, at an annual salary of
$85,913.
D. Jason Jones will be the
new principal at New Vienna
Elementary. This will be his first
job as a principal.
Since 2002, Jones has been a
fourth-grade teacher at Central
Elementary in the Reading
Community City Schools in
Reading. He assumed the duties
of principal on those days when
the regular principal was not at
school.
Between 2000 and 2002,

News Journal photo/Gary Huffenberger

The two new principals for East Clinton Local Schools are, left
to right, Michael Edwards at the high school and Jason Jones at
New Vienna Elementary.

Jones was director of youth and
education at the Madeira Church
of Christ. From 1994 to 2000, he
was a fourth-grade teacher at
Bevis Elementary in Northwest
Local Schools, Cincinnati.
In 2004, Edwards earned a
master’s of education degree

from Xavier University and
completed the requirements for
an education administration
license.
Jones was hired in a 5-0 vote
of the school board. He received
a two-year contract, at an annual
salary of $70,493.

Metz graduates basic infantry training

Army National Guard Pvt. Derek W. Metz has
graduated from basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga. Metz is a 2008 graduate
of East Clinton High School. He is the son of Glyn
Metz of Clarksville.
During the nine weeks of training, the soldier
received training in drill and ceremonies, weapons,

■ WIND
Continued from Page 1A

noise was likened to the hum of
the laptop projector — in other
words, not very significant.
The aesthetic merit of wind
farms may be more significant
matter of debate. To the top of
the blades, a modern turbine
can stand around 400 feet tall.
One online commenter called
the structures “industrial eyesores ruining the landscape.”
Karen Kayser, a Clarksville
resident who produces all her
own electricity from renewables, said, “When I look up at
my … wind generator turning, I
think it’s beautiful. Because I
know it’s making power.”
A presenter at the meeting
said no property values have

map reading, tactics, military courtesy, military
justice, physical fitness, first aid, and Army history, core values and traditions. Additional training
included development of basic combat skills and
battlefield operations and tactics and experiencing
use of various weapons and weapons defenses
available to the infantry crewman.

been shown to decline from the
placement of wind turbines.
Questions posed at the meeting include, “How much land is
needed for a turbine’s construction?” (2-3 acres) and “Exactly
how much income might we, as
landowners, expect to see?”
The answer to that is heavily
dependent on the business
model, according to the presenters. One described about
$8,000 to $16,000 per year for
his corporately-owned turbines,
and less with communityowned turbines. But community ownership has its draws as
well, he said. Both options
bring money into the public
coffers, whether through taxes
or through the direct sale of
electricity.
Hunter and the commission
will now offer their research
and the record of community

MEMORIAL
DAY
DEADLINES

interest — symbolized by the
messy but packed sign-in sheet
— to wind power developers, of
which there are many options,
Hunter said.
The speakers at the meeting
explained that each company
has a different business model,
and that generally communities
choose which model seems
right for them.
Jason Dagger represented
Everpower at the meeting and
P.J. Saliterman represented
OwnEnergy. Dagger lives in
Urbana, where his company is
installing a wind power installation. Saliterman lives in
Oberlin, where he markets for
his company that helps communities install wind farms that the
community owns, whether publicly or privately. Each model
has different risks and rewards,
they said.

Our office will be closed Monday, May 25, in observance of
Memorial Day. The following deadlines will apply:

RETAIL AND CLASSIFIED DISPLAY
ADVERTISING FOR

News Journal
WILMINGTON

Tuesday, May 26
Deadline: Thursday, May 21 at 5:00 PM

Wednesday, May 27
Deadline: Friday, May 22 at 5:00 PM

CLASSIFIED READERS FOR

News Journal

Do You Suffer From Back Pain?

WILMINGTON

You may not need back surgery.

Tuesday, May 26

DISC DECOMPRESSION THERAPY

Deadline: Friday, May 22 at 4:00 PM

is an alternative treatment that requires

NO DRUGS AND NO SURGERY
Recent clinical studies show 80% of those who suffer from low
back pain found relief with Disc Decompression Therapy.
Even failed back surgery patients may see relief from their pain.
If you suffer from:
• Disc Herniation
• Disc Degeneration
Schedule Your
• Low Back Pain
FREE
Examination
• Neck Pain
Today!
• Sciatica
Compressed
• Failed Back Surgery
Bulging Disc

RETAIL AND CLASSIFIED DISPLAY
ADVERTISING FOR

News Journal Star
Monday, June 1
Deadline: Friday, May 22 at 5:00 PM

Decompressed
Healthy Disc

TOTAL
HEALTH CHIROPRACTIC
639 W. Main Street, Blanchester, OH (Morgan Insurance Bldg.)
Dr. John Albino
B. Sc., D.C.

2002947

* “Due to federal law, some Medicare or Medicaid patients may not be eligible for this free offer.
Includes consultation, examination, and two x-rays. Additonal treatment not included.”
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