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After a six-month investiga-
tion and a mass of grand jury
indictments, four Wilmington
drug dealers were taken into
police custody Friday morning.

The dealers were not neces-
sarily associates, police said,
but represented the large part
of Wilmington’s street-level
distribution network for drugs
like cocaine and crack, mari-
juana, prescription drugs,
methamphetamine and heroin.

The two biggest dealers in
the city, according to investiga-
tors — Alon Russell, 38, and
Sheila Cordell, 42 — were not
able to be found Friday morn-
ing. They could have been
notified by family or friends
they were wanted and fled,
said Weyand. Or they could
just be on vacation. Branden
Fisher, 22, was also unable to
be found. Police tried several
current and former addresses
for most of the accused deal-
ers.
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“He who cannot rest,
cannot work; he who

cannot let go, cannot hold
on; he who cannot find

footing, cannot go forward.”
— Henry Emerson Fosdick,

American clergyman
(1878-1969)

Weather drawing by Hannah Rose,
Wilmington

Rain possible
Partly sunny today. A

chance of showers and
thunderstorms in the after-
noon. Highs in the mid 80s.
Chance of rain 30 percent.

See FOR THE RECORD,
Page 2A
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TODAY’S INDEX

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Swank sets new
school record

Wilmington High School
freshman Tommy Swank
broke a record that stood
for 40 years Friday.

See SPORTS, Page 1B

INSIDE

Signs of honor
In observance of Memori-

al Day, flags of the United
States of America and the
State of Ohio should be
flown at half-staff upon all
public buildings and grounds,
and at all military posts from
sunrise until noon.

Congress has also desig-
nated the minute beginning at
3 p.m. as a time for all Ameri-
cans to observe the National
Moment of Remembrance.

TAKE NOTE

From Friday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 4, 3, 4
Pick 4: 8, 3, 8, 5
Ten-Oh: 2, 4, 5, 6, 14, 16,
19, 21, 24, 34, 35, 37, 38,
41, 44, 47, 54, 57, 64, 72

From Friday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 3, 8, 0
Pick 4: 6, 0, 6, 6
Ten-Oh: 10, 16, 25, 29, 30,
31, 34, 37, 41, 43, 45, 49,
59, 62, 67, 69, 70, 71, 78, 79
Rolling Cash 5:4,11,19,23,35

LOTTERY

2002926 Babysitter burns boy’s fingers
Mother watches as 8-year-old is allegedly tortured

WILMINGTON
By BRANDON SMITH

bsmith@wnewsj.com

This is the story of a child
allegedly abused and manipu-
lated, an accused babysitter
who maybe couldn’t keep a
secret, and a woman who
stepped forward to tell others
about a nightmare she says she
fell into by happenstance.

Preliminary hearings were
held Friday in a case of
extreme corporal punishment:

allegedly all 10 of a boy’s fin-
gers were burned with a ciga-
rette lighter by his babysitter,
while his mother and her part-
ner — all of whom are
Wilmington residents — stood
by and watched.

The incident came into the
open easily, but not in a con-
ventional manner.

“I about puked,” said
Patricia Waelti (pronounced
“well-tee”), a Wilmington
woman who speaks of her
Christian faith and wore a con-

cerned look during her news-
paper interview Friday. “It’s
inhuman, is what it is.”

On May 14, she says — five

Holiday hours
In observance of Memori-

al Day, the Wilmington
News Journal office will be
closed on Monday, May 25.
The News Journal Star will
be delivered that day, and
the News Journal will be
published on Tuesday. The
office will resume regular
hours on Tuesday.

TAKE NOTE

ALABAMA
By DAN LIGGETT
dliggett@wnewsj.com

A Henry County, Ala., grand
jury has returned indictments
against three former Clinton
County residents in connection
with the disappearance and sus-
pected murder of 25-year-old
Victor Sanchez of Abbeville,
Ala.

Robert “Robby” Burns, 28,
and his sister, Jessica Lynn
Wilson, 19, each were indicted
on capital murder. Their mother,
Tamara Lynn Burns Wilson, 46,
was indicted on a charge of con-
spiracy to capital murder.
Jessica Wilson is the common-
law wife of the reported victim.

All three remain in jail at
Abbeville, Ala., the community
where the suspected murder
took place around midnight of
March 23, said Tim Ingram, an
Abbeville police investigator.

The U.S. Marshal’s Office
continues efforts to take a fourth
suspect, Victor Solorzano, 27,
into custody. Solorzano and
Burns reportedly both traveled
to Mexico by bus after the

alleged murder.
Once they arrived in Mexico,

authorities believe the two
fought, and Burns was seriously
injured. Ingram said those
injuries, which included a bro-
ken arm and cuts to his head,
“nearly killed” Burns.

Burns received treatment at a
medical facility in Mexico. U.S.
agents picked up Burns in
Mexico on April 22, and he was
extradited back to the United
States the next day. Ingram said
Burns was flown to Atlanta and
brought to Abbeville. A physi-
cian removed stitches from
Burns in recent days, and
Ingram said Burns has recov-
ered from his injuries enough
that he does not require hospi-
talization.

Ingram complimented the
work of U.S. Marshals to find
Burns and get him out of
Mexico, and for their continuing
work to arrest Solorzano, who
reportedly has relatives living in
the area of Guadalajara. Ingram
said the suspect’s father also
fled to Mexico several years

News Journal photo/Tina Murdock

Fancy dancing
The Wilmington Performing Arts Studio held dress rehearsals Thursday and Friday nights

for its upcoming recital. The recital will be held 7 p.m. today at the Murphy Theatre. Shown
above are Samantha McCord (left) and Lili Collins.
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Teresa Moore and Michelle
Worthington wait in the court-
room Friday for their prelimi-
nary hearing. Moore is charged
for allegedly burning the fingers
of Worthington’s son. Worthing-
ton is charged for allegedly al-
lowing the abuse to take place.

Former residents indicted
on capital murder charges

See BURNS, Page 5A

See DRUG, Page 8A

See MURDER, Page 5A

News Journal photo/Gary Huffenberger

Courtroom drama
Eighth-grade students in the East Clinton Middle School’s gifted program performed a mock

trial Thursday in the Clinton County Common Pleas Courtroom. The scripted trial is captioned
Indiana v. Jamie L. Curtis, the “case of the questionable book bag search.” The case focuses
on the Fourth Amendment right protecting people from unreasonable search. In the photo-
graph, Ben Meares (right) is portraying Privacy City police officer Casey Jones in the witness
stand, Justin Huff (center) was the judge and Coleen Thompson (back to camera) played a
prosecuting attorney. Other students in the cast were Bailey Spurling, Misty Bean, Kaylee
Stewart, Shelbi Bolin, Lori Bentz, Hayden Knisley, Nathan Collings, Jessica Bond, Amber Os-
trander, Grant Joy and Robbie Moon. Local attorney Dennis Mattingly assisted in the project.

Four drug
dealers arrested

News Journal photo/Brandon Smith

Wilmington police officers Ron Cravens and Duane Weyand
knock at doors on the search for wanted drug dealers.



days after the alleged burning
— she offered to help a woman
she didn’t know with a broken-
down car in the Kroger parking
lot. After some conversation,
the stranded woman reportedly
confided in Waelti that she had
burnt a boy’s fingers as a pun-
ishment for smoking cigarettes.

Waelti said the woman, later
identified as Teresa J. Moore,
36, showed her the boy’s fin-
gers. To describe their color in
her interview, Waelti pointed to
a bright Christmas-red sweat-
shirt. The blisters on the boy’s
fingertips “looked like they had
been popped and clipped,” said
Waelti.

The boy then told the
women he had burned his fin-
gers himself.

Waelti says Moore told her,
“See? He knows enough to say
what we’ll tell him to say.”

“I didn’t sleep that night,”
Waelti said. “I just kept seeing
those big eyes look up at me.”

The boy and his brother are
reportedly in the custody of

Children’s Services.
“I do hope the boys find a

good home,” said Waelti.
Waelti reported the crime

the next morning, May 15, to
Children’s Services. The
alleged burning occurred at the
boy’s residence, in southern
Wilmington, around 9:30 a.m.
May 9.

Moore, the babysitter who
is reportedly a friend of the
family, was charged with
endangering children —
specifically a section that
describes torture and abuse.
The mother, Michelle M.
Worthington, 37, was charged
with permitting child abuse.
The boyfriend, William L.
Ballard, 39, was charged with
endangering children, via
wording that describes neglect-
ing a duty of care.

All three charges are
felonies of the third degree, but
Richard Moyer, Clinton
County prosecutor, said he will
seek additional charges
through the grand jury in the
near future.

At Friday’s hearings, Judge
Chad L. Carey kept bond prices
standard for the level of
offense, at $50,000. A public

defender said none of the three
would be able to provide the
$5,000 required to get out of
the Clinton County Jail before
their trials.

Waelti is able to describe
her conversation with Moore in
precise detail.

According to Waelti, Moore
said the youngest one, the
eight-year-old, “loves to
smoke.” And, “When I was a
little girl, I used to do that
(smoke parents’ cigarettes) and
my mother burnt all my fin-
gers.”

Waelti was startled by the
way Moore said that, and
reportedly thought, “Oh no,
where is this going?”

Moore then allegedly
described the burning, saying
she burnt 10 fingers and “had
to burn four of them again
because they weren’t burnt
enough.”

“I told him I wasn’t doing it
to be mean, I was going to
teach him,” Waelti remembers
Moore as saying. Waelti also
noted Moore herself still
smoked cigarettes.

Moore reportedly told
Waelti the boy’s mother cried
while she stood and watched.

The boy was kept from
attending school for a week
afterward, police said.

Ballard, the boy’s mother’s
partner, waived a preliminary
hearing Friday and will appear
in the Clinton County
Common Pleas Court in the
near future. Moore and
Worthington requested contin-
uances on their preliminary
hearings so that special public
defenders could be appointed
for them. The primary public
defender told the court Friday
it would be a conflict of interest
to represent all three defen-
dants.

The rest of Moore and
Worthington’s preliminary
hearings will take place in
municipal court Wednesday
morning. They also will likely
appear in common pleas court,
said the prosecutor, where
felony charges are tried.

Wilmington police officers
Corey Pratt and Shari Hall
were assigned to the case, said
Assistant Chief Duane
Weyand.

“They put a lot of time and
effort into this,” said Weyand,
“A lot of interviews. They
should be given credit.”
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News in brief

Obama speaks at U.S. Naval
Academy graduation ceremony Friday

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) —
President Barack Obama prom-
ised graduating midshipmen at
the U.S. Naval Academy on
Friday that, as their commander
in chief, he will only send them
“into harm’s way when it is
absolutely necessary.”

In his first address to military
graduates, Obama also pledged
to invest in the men and women
who defend America’s liberty,
not just in the weapons they

would take with them into battle
against 21st century threats.

“I will only send you into
harm’s way when it is absolute-
ly necessary, and with the strat-
egy, the well-defined goals, the
equipment and the support that
you need to get the job done,”
the president told more than
1,000 graduates during a sun-
splashed ceremony at Navy-
Marine Corps Memorial
Stadium.

Prosecutors say ex-Ill. police
officer Drew Peterson tried to
hire someone to kill third wife

JOLIET, Ill. (AP) — Former
police officer Drew Peterson
offered someone $25,000 to kill
his third wife because he
thought a pending divorce set-
tlement would financially ruin
him, but then killed her himself
months later, prosecutors said
Friday.

Prosecutor James Glasgow
made the allegation at a bail
reduction hearing for Peterson’s
$20 million bond.

Judge Carla J. Alessio-
Policandriotes refused to reduce
the bond for the suburban
Chicago police officer, who is
charged with first-degree mur-
der in Kathleen Savio’s 2004

death.
Peterson also is a suspect in

the 2007 disappearance of his
fourth wife, Stacy Peterson. He
has maintained his innocence in
Savio’s death and Stacy
Peterson’s disappearance.

Glasgow said Peterson told a
fellow police officer in late 2003
that he would be financially
ruined by a pending divorce,
and his life would be easier “if
she was just dead.” Glasgow did
not reveal the source of his alle-
gation.

Savio’s body was found with
a gash on the back of her head in
her bathtub three weeks later,
the Will County prosecutor said.

66-year-old terminal cancer
patient is first to die under Wash.
state’s assisted suicide law

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — A
66-year-old woman with termi-
nal cancer has become the first
person to die under Washington
state’s new assisted suicide law,
an advocacy group said Friday.

Linda Fleming, of Sequim,
died Thursday night after taking
drugs prescribed under the
“Death with Dignity” law that
took effect in March, said
Compassion & Choices of
Washington.

The organization said

Fleming was diagnosed last
month with advanced pancreatic
cancer. She would have had to
have been diagnosed by two
doctors as terminal in order to
qualify for assisted suicide.

The group said Fleming died
at home with her family, her dog
and her physician at her bedside.

“The pain became unbear-
able, and it was only going to get
worse,” Fleming said in a state-
ment released by the organiza-
tion.

Remembering
the fallen

U.S. Army Spc. Ian Nickerson
places an American flag on a grave
at Arlington National Cemetery for
Memorial Day, in Arlington, Va.,
Thursday.

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

By THOMAS WATKINS
and CHRISTINA HOAG

Associated Press Writers

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Federal prose-
cutors called their sweeping indictment of
the Varrio Hawaiian Gardens gang the
biggest takedown of its kind in U.S. history.

That was sure to grab attention, but
details buried in the court documents were
bound to touch a raw nerve: One of the
Latino gang’s primary motivations was
hatred of black residents.

It’s the third time in recent years federal
prosecutors have investigated a gang and
found racism in its DNA, reopening a
thorny debate that has publicly divided the
region’s top cops.

In dueling newspaper opinion pieces last
year, Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca
maintained that race fueled gang violence
while Los Angeles Police Chief William
Bratton said skin color was seldom a factor.

“If you do a survey within the African-

American community … you are in con-
stant fear that your young male offspring is
going to be killed because of the color of his
skin,” Baca said in an interview after his
piece appeared in the Los Angeles Times.

In an area both proud and sensitive about
its diversity, racial tension has been at the
heart of some of its ugliest chapters: from
the zoot suit riot beatings of Latinos by
white sailors in the 1940s to the deadly
Watts riots in 1965 to the riots that erupted
in 1992 after four police officers were
acquitted in the videotaped beating of
Rodney King.

So-called brown-on-black or black-on-
brown violence has been a long-standing
concern in neighborhoods where black res-
idents are being supplanted by Latinos.
Acknowledging it, however, has political
implications and officials often downplay
the tension.

“Saying gangs make targeted racial hits
can add a great deal of fear of communi-

ties,” said Joe Hicks, vice president of
Community Advocates Inc. and former
executive director of the city’s Human
Relations Commission. “We are not on the
edge of some kind of racial Armageddon
here. It’s just part of the picture, but it’s a
particularly frightening part of it.”

Baca, an elected official, says his opin-
ion comes from running the county jail sys-
tem where he has to segregate inmates
because of gang affiliations that break along
racial lines.

Bratton works for a politically appointed
commission and the Los Angeles Police
Department has traditionally dealt with
black gangs more than Latino gangs, though
that is rapidly changing.

“Is there racial crime committed by gang
members? Yes, of course,” said Deputy
Police Chief Charlie Beck, head of detec-
tives under Bratton. “But if you are asking
me if race is a primary factor in gang crime,
the answer is no.”

Racism’s role in LA gang case rekindles debate

! BURNS
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ago, and there is an outstanding
warrant for him on a charge of
rape in Abbeville.

Meanwhile, the search con-
tinues in Henry County for
Sanchez’s body. Ingram said
that cadaver dogs recently were
used to help search a specific
area of the county after authori-
ties received information of a
possible sighting, but the search
did not turn up the victim.

Human remains were recent-
ly found in Seminole County,
Ga., only a few miles from
Abbeville, Ingram reported.

DNA tests are being conducted,
but indications so far are that
the body is not that of Sanchez.

Ingram believes that Burns
and Solorzano dumped
Sanchez’s body and that the
search has been unsuccessful so
far because Henry County is
rural and remote.

Police suspect that Sanchez
was killed outside his residence
in a mobile home park at
Abbeville. Tamara Wilson
allegedly helped Burns and
Solorzano escape by driving
them over the state line. Jessica
Wilson allegedly remained
behind and made a false police
report that her husband was
missing.

! MURDER
Continued from Page 1A


