
BLANCHESTER

Older gentlemen find
commonalities during

rehab stay at
Continental Manor
Younger people make friends dur-

ing their school years and as young
adults, through their children.
However, making friends later in life
is often difficult and older folks many
times develop friendships through
meeting adversity together … like
Herb and Del.

Clinton countian’s Herb Piatt and
Del White discovered friendship
recently while sharing a room as resi-
dents of Continental Manor Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in
Blanchester, said Mary F. Davis, mar-
keting and admissions director at
Continental Manor.

Piatt, who makes Continental
Manor his home, warmly welcomed
White upon his arrival from Christ
Hospital after open heart surgery. After
a few minutes of conversation, both
realized they had a lot in common.
Both gentlemen had careers in the con-
struction field and therefore had lots of
interesting trade stories to share. Both
also are avid baseball fans.

“Surprisingly, both Piatt and
White have lived in Clinton County
for years, in fact not many miles
apart, but had never met previously,”
Davis said. “Through their many con-
versations at Continental Manor, they
discovered that they share a friend —
Harry Hamel — White’s cousin and
Piatt’s best friend and childhood
schoolmate. Since Piatt and Hamel
were always together in their younger
years and White often visited Hamel

it is very surprising that White and
Piatt never met until now.”

Both men are World War II veter-
ans, Piatt was in the Army and White
served in the Air Force. In fact,
White’s cousin Hamel enlisted in the
Army after learning that his best bud
Herb had been drafted during World
War II.

Davis said another commonality is
that both Piatt and White met their

See FORGED, Page 2A
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“Living is strife and torment,
disappointment and love

and sacrifice, golden
sunsets and black storms.
I said that some time ago,
and today I do not think
I would add one word.”

— Laurence Olivier,
English actor-director

(1907-1989)

Weather drawing by Jacob Moore,
Wilmington

Possible rain
Mostly cloudy. Showers

and thunderstorms likely to-
day, mainly in the afternoon.
Highs in the mid 80s. Mostly
cloudy tonight, with a
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. Lows in the
mid 60s. Chance of rain 50
percent.
See FOR THE RECORD,

Page 2A
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From Friday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 0, 0, 2
Pick 4: 0, 1, 5, 7
Ten-Oh: 1, 12, 17, 25, 28,
30, 36, 37, 38, 41, 44, 53,
54, 59, 60, 62, 64, 69, 74,
78

From Friday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 1, 4, 4
Pick 4: 9, 6, 3, 0
Ten-Oh: 1, 2, 8, 19, 24, 29,
31, 34, 41, 45, 46, 57, 58,
59, 63, 65, 69, 73, 75, 76
Rolling Cash 5:

8, 11, 21, 32, 39
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Going places
Southern State physic

students visit West Virginia
research and development
facility.

See COMMUNITY,
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BLANCHESTER
News Journal staff report

A reduction in staff hours, a slight
increase in cost of copies and fine
increases for late returns are some of
the cost-cutting measures planned at
the Blanchester Public Library which is
facing a 15 percent reduction in state
funding.

The Blanchester Public Library
Board of Trustees passed those and
other cost-cutting measures at
Wednesday’s regular monthly meeting.

The measures taken include reduc-
ing all part-time staff hours approxi-
mately 20 percent, moving to a less
costly health insurance plan for full-
time and administrative staff, and clos-
ing the library one-half hour earlier, at

8 p.m., Monday through Friday. The
board also has cut its material expendi-
tures 15 percent.

The library’s new hours take effect
July 27.

These steps combine to help the
library meet a shortfall of more than
$38,000 from the state over the course
of this year, said Chris Owens, library
director.

“We are doing everything we possi-
bly can to maintain the high quality of
service our patrons have gotten used
to,’’ Owens said. “But I’m afraid we are
facing even worse cuts when the state
budget is finalized.”

The board also approved several
other budget-related recommendations
by Owens that will take effect Aug. 1.

See LIBRARY, Page 5A

Blan library prepares for budget cuts

WILMINGTON

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

ASTAR Air Cargo laid off 121
employees this week, many of them
based at the DHL Air Park in
Wilmington.

“Because of the economic down-
turn, our primary customer, DHL, has
considerably reduced its requirement
for the airlift services provided by
ASTAR. Regrettably, as a direct result
of their decisions, we are grounding a
significant portion of our fleet, and
reducing our staff by 121 employees,”
ASTAR said in a statement released to
the Wilmington News Journal.

The statement to the press added
ASTAR will provide the impacted
employees with a salary and benefits
continuation program based upon their
length of employment with the compa-
ny.

ASTAR Air Cargo and ABX Air have
been the principal air carriers for DHL
Express’ air freight in the United States.
DHL announced last November it was
stopping its domestic U.S. freight opera-
tions to focus on international shipping.
In April, it said it would relocate its inter-
national shipping hub from Wilmington
to the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport.

See ASTAR, Page 2A

ASTAR,
ABX lay
off 175

Four youths
implicated in
vandalism

BLANCHESTER
By ROSE COOPER

rcooper@wnewsj.com

Four area juveniles have been impli-
cated in several vandalisms in
Blancheser during the overnight hours
of June 26 and June 27, according to
the Blanchester Police Department.

Police Chief Scott Reinbolt said the
investigation was conducted by Ptl.
Casey Gray. “Information was devel-
oped from observant neighbors, which

See YOUTH, Page 5A
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Del White and Herb Piatt find a lasting friendship at Continental Manor.

Friendships forged in rehab

BEAVERCREEK

EDITOR’S NOTE — This is the
conclusion of a two-part series of
articles about an area of Greene
County that is listed by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency as
a Superfund site.

By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

Studies could be done, said Tim
Fischer, site manager of Lammers
Barrel Factory for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). But they aren’t likely to link
local illness to pollutants at the site
— at least conclusively enough for a
court, he said.

In fact, in his many years with
EPA, Fischer said he hasn’t heard of
any cases where pollution has been
linked to health problems in court —
even regarding Superfund sites, the
most toxic sites in the U.S.

Superfund sites are so named
because of the “super”-sized trust
fund Congress appropriated to clean
them up in the early 1980’s. Lammers
is one of these sites.

“It’s very difficult to tie it back to
the site. Occasionally you can find a
direct correlation but it’s very rare,”
Fischer said, because people tend to
move to and from different areas
every few years. Also, causes of ill-
ness are simply hard to pin down, he
said. Countless behavior patterns
need to be analyzed to make a con-
nection.

How could a study get done?

Fischer said that “in most cases …
communities (themselves) go to the
health agencies or to elected offi-
cials” to voice a concern about con-
centrated health issues. Apparently
the Woodhaven community has not
formally requested a study yet.

Woodhaven resident Don Kessler
is on the brink of doing just that, but
he may have to first explain the near-
by pollution to his neighborhood.

An afternoon walk around the
Woodhaven subdivision — and con-
versations with about 10 residents of
streets nearest the pollution —
revealed that many people nearby had
not heard of the Lammers site. Most
residents this reporter spoke with

were not familiar with the site or its
pollution of nearby groundwater.

The EPA’s so-called community
involvement panel has not been con-
tacted by EPA in at least three years,
said Kessler. The EPA’s “Information
Repository,” kept about a mile from
the site at the Beavercreek
Community Library, has not been
updated since mid-2006. And EPA’s
Web site on the Lammers pollution
features a November 2006 update as
its latest.

Fischer said that EPA plans to host
public meetings about the site in
Beavercreek this fall.

See STUDIES, Page 5A

EPA: Studies likely wouldn’t get settlement

Clinton County Fair
Junior Fair Schedule

Saturday, July 11
8 a.m. — Horse Show, Horse

Arena
8 to noon — mandatory Sheep

Arrival, Sheep Barn
8 to noon — Poultry Arrive and

Weigh-In, Poultry Barn
8 to noon — Llama and Alpaca

Arrival and Check-In, Sheep Barn
9 a.m. — Dog Obedience/

Showmanship, Peterson Building
9 a.m. — Vegetable and Flower

Judging, Poultry Barn
See FAIR, Page 5A

News Journal/Brandon Smith

The Woodhaven subdivision, just southeast of the polluted Lammers site,
relies mainly on wells for drinking water.



!! STUDIES
Continued from Page 1A

Whether the pollution has
had any effect on public health
may never be known, because
of the lack of illness studies.
But the pollution itself
remains, and likely will for
some time to come.

Fischer says that the aver-
age Superfund site takes about
10 years to clean up, from the
initial addition to the
Superfund list to the end of
cleanup work. Lammers was
suggested as a possible list
addition in 2001, and was
added in 2003. EPA has known
about Lammers since around
1985.

“It’s fair to say this (site)
has taken longer than usual” to
get its cleanup process going,
said Fischer. “In this case,
there was a lot of front-end
work” involved to determine
the responsible parties, said
another EPA spokesman.

EPA offers incentives for
cleanup to occur in a timely

fashion, said Fischer, but
Lammers is considered a
“longer-term project.” With
those, he said, “speed is rela-
tive.”

Luckily the community
won’t get stuck with the bill. In
cases of pollution involving
Superfund sites, any person or
company that generated, trans-
ported, stored or disposed of
toxic waste at the site can be
held legally (and monetarily)
responsible. That includes
paying for research on the pol-
lution, the cleanup itself, and
often times reimbursement of
EPA for its oversight of the
whole operation, as is the case
at Lammers Barrel.

According to EPA docu-
ments, responsible parties
include the following compa-
nies and people: Alcoa Inc.,
Borden Inc., BP Products
North America Inc.,
Chemcentral Corp., Copeland
Corp., DaimlerChrysler Corp.,
Ford Motor Co., General
Electric Co., General Motors
Corp., Goodyear Tire &
Rubber, International Truck
and Engine Corp., Lamson &

Sessions, United Technologies
Corp., Minnesota Mining and
Manufacturing Co., PPG
Industries, ArvinMeritor Inc.,
Sherwin Williams Co., Sunoco
Inc. and Anthony Kohnen.

In a later report, several
more entities were listed:
Monsanto, Specialty Papers
Company, Aluminum
Company of America, and
Virginia Lammers.

Anthony Kohnen was co-
owner of Kohnen and
Lammers Chemical Company.
An Ohio EPA official and the
site’s current owner say
Kohnen resides in a nursing
home. Paul Lammers was the
other co-owner, and likely had
died before 2001 because his
next-of-kin, Virginia
Lammers, was named in a
legal settlement in that year.
Virginia Lammers died in
2006 according to obituary
records.

The current owner of the
property, Helen Gorby, claims
to be a mere victim of circum-
stance in the story of Lammers
Barrel. She says she and her
husband bought the property in

1974 or 1975, and was not told
anything about the possible
pollution on the site. She said
she merely knew that there had
been a fire there.

“We had a(n automotive)
transmission business and we
were going to expand and we
never got to it. And then about
the time we were thinking
strongly about expanding, the
EPA came in,” she said.

Gorby says that the EPA
forbade her to erect her busi-
ness on the site.

“We wouldn’t have bought
it, I’m sure,” had we known
about the pollution, she said. “I
just got stuck with it.”

Beavercreek city officials
already have ideas about how
to use the site once it is
cleaned up — possibly as a
park, said Gorby, who is more
than willing to part with the
property.

Yet the Ohio Department of
Health (ODH) has said that
with current levels of carcino-
genic chemicals, cancer risk
rises (ever so infinitesimally)
just by walking across certain
parts of the site. Those parts

were fenced off in the early
2000’s because of concern for
children and adolescents who
had been known to trespass on
the site, ODH said in a report.

EPA’s job is to assure ade-
quate cleanup, said Fischer.

What does cleanup entail?
No specifics are known yet,
except that both the soil and
the groundwater will have to
be removed of their toxins.
One option could be excavat-
ing all the soil on the site,
cleaning it and replacing it.
And groundwater could be
pumped out, cleaned and
replaced. Another option is to
inject compounds into the soil
and water that are known to
react with and neutralize the
toxins.

Scott Glum, site manager of
Lammers for Ohio EPA, did
not offer an estimate of how
much cleanup might cost, but
he did not deny the possibility
that it could cost as much as
$10 million.

The responsible parties
have banded together, as
Fischer said they often do, to
hire a contractor to research
and clean up the site.

In the meantime, people
who live in the Woodhaven
subdivision are left to wonder
what impact the pollution has
had — if they know about it at
all.

Fischer said that EPA’s
monitoring wells have been
sufficient to gauge subter-
ranean pollution in the
Woodhaven neighborhood,
and that testing Woodhaven
home wells directly is not nec-
essary. Kessler pays to have
his own well tested once a
year, which costs about $200
each time. But Kessler has
expressed the desire that EPA
test Woodhaven home wells —
even before learning of the
recent ODH report.

In an October 2008 report,
ODH stated the homes with
wells above the official thresh-
old of pollution have been con-
nected to the county water sys-
tem. However, in the same
report, they said that more test-
ing should be done on a previ-
ously unexplored portion of
the subdivision. ODH tests
returned positive results for
pollution there.

EPA officials explained that
groundwater patterns do not
change very rapidly, so ODH’s
evidence of pollution could not
simply be a large underground
shift in the previously- discov-
ered Lammers site pollution.
This leaves open the possibili-
ties that the Lammers site had
polluted groundwater in a
location several hundred
meters away, or that another
source of pollution exists.

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners inWilmington and the
surrounding areas will be given the opportunity to have a
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on their home at a reasonable cost.

1-800-952-3743

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler in the
summer and warmer in the winter.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will you receive
the best price possible, but we will give you access to no
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A time to begin
the healing

EDGINGTON
Funeral Homes

Three Locations To Serve You
Hillsboro Mowrystown Wilmington

937-393-1435 937-442-2151 937-382-2146
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Kim LaVoie
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937-780-3311 or 800-852-4901

55 S. Fairfield St.
Leesburg, OH 45135

Please See Kim
For Your Farm

Insurance Needs

134 West Main St. New Vienna
937-987-2673

Sun.-Thur. 4:00-9:30 Fri.-Sat. 4:00-11:00

$20.00 Meal Deal-Everyday!
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1 Topping 16” Pizza,
Cheesy Breadsticks

& 6pk of Soda
Dine-in, Carryout, or Delivery (extra)

Pizza • Subs • Wings • Salads

OPEN
LATE!

OPENLATE!

Carryout Available
987-2463

Sunday Special
Stuffed Green

Peppers
Hours

Sun. 8-2
Mon.-Sat. 7-2 Fri. 7-2 & 5-8

Carryout Available
987-2463 20
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Pinched Nerve?
SSttrroommbbeerrgg CChhiirroopprraaccttiicc
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Limited time offer. Standard oil & filter change. Up to 5 quarts. Not valid with
any other offer. Most vehicles. Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Sales • Service • Quick Lube • Rentals • Storage

Oil Change
$19.95

1780 Rombach Ave • Wilmington, Ohio • 937.382.7714
www.WILMINGTONAUTOCENTER.COM 2006378
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!! LIBRARY
Continued from Page 1A

The cost of printing will be
increased to 10 cents a page for
black and white copies and the
daily overdue fines on everything
but DVDs and videos will increase
from 15 to 25 cents. Daily overdue
fines for DVDs and videos will
remain at $2.

Owens said the library also will
reduce the number of overdue
notices it mails to patrons in order
to save on postage costs and will
try to promote to patrons the avail-
ability of receiving notices by e-
mail.

The cuts come at a time when
the library is as busy as ever.
Owens reported at Wednesday’s
meeting that circulation for the
month of June was up nearly 14
percent over June 2008. For the
year, circulation is up more than
nine percent over 2008 and the
library is on pace to surpass

120,000 in circulation for just the
second time in history (the other
time was in 1990). Use of the pub-
lic internet computers is up nearly
20 percent over 2008, when the
library had a record-setting year
for computer usage.

Owens said public libraries in
the state of Ohio receive funding
from the Public Library Fund,
which is composed of 2.22 per-
cent of the general revenue fund.
Decreases in state tax revenue
have resulted in a 15 percent
decrease in revenue in 2009. The
Ohio Library Council is advising
the state’s public libraries that the
decrease will actually be more like
20 percent for the year.

Gov. Ted Strickland has pro-
posed cutting the Public Library
Fund by an additional 30 percent
in an effort to balance the state’s
budget. The state currently is on
its second one-week interim budg-
et as the debate continues in
Columbus on how to provide a
balanced budget.

!!YOUTH
Continued from Page 1A

led to identification of those we believe
to be responsible in varying degrees for
the crimes,” Reinbolt said.

Implicated in the vandalisms were
four juveniles, including a 14-year-old
boy, a 16-year-old boy and a 17-year-old
boy, all from Blanchester, and a 15-year-
old boy from Midland.

Vandalisms reported were:
On June 27, Rick Jones of 117

Central Ave., Blanchester, reported that
flowers in his yard had been cut, a yard
ornament had been tampered with and
yard lights had been damaged at his res-
idence during the overnight hours;

Also on June 27, William Martin of
109 Carr St., Blanchester, reported a tire
had been slashed and a window had been
broken on his car while it was parked at
his residence overnight;

Michael Parks of 121 Central Ave.,
Blanchester, reported on June 27 his

mailbox had been damaged and a racial
slur had been written on the side of his
van while it was parked at his residence
overnight;

On June 29, Stanley Oldham of 334
E. Fancy St., Blanchester, reported his
truck was damaged while it was parked
at his residence overnight on June 26 and
June 27.

Reinbolt said the cases have been
submitted to Clinton County Prosecuting
Attorney Richard Moyer for review of
the evidence and consideration of appro-
priate charges.

“In the event the boys are found by
Judge (Allen) Gano to be delinquent
children, I will make a request of his pro-
bation department that they perform any
community service work which he may
order, in doing roadside clean-up in
Blanchester under the supervision of
police department staff,” Reinbolt said.

He called vandalism a target crime.
“Vandalism is a target crime that we
focus on preventing, and thanks to the
diligent work of the officers of the
Blanchester Police Department, reported

vandalism in Blanchester decreased by
42 percent in 2008,” Reinbolt said.

Vandalism can be reduced by two
means: aggressive patrol and successful
prosecution, Reinbolt said. “We will
continue targeted patrol, including
neighborhood foot patrol and aggressive
investigation in cases of vandalism in
order to prevent these crimes and bring
those responsible to justice. These cases
were solved through the hard work of
Ptl. Gray and the fact that our citizens
were watching out for their neighbors,”
he said.

Anyone who sees suspicious people
out in their neighborhoods late at night
or during the early morning hours are
encouraged to call 783-2431 so a
Blanchester officer can be sent to talk to
the person, or call the Clinton County
Sheriff’s Office dispatch center at 382-
1611.

Reinbolt said information gathered in
the cases was shared with the Clinton
County Sheriff’s Office and they also
received a report of vandalism on the
night of June 26/June 27.

!! FAIR
Continued from Page 1A

Junior Fair Schedule
Saturday, July 11 (continued)

10 a.m. — Woodworking Judging, Junior
Fair Building

11 a.m. — Crops Judging, Poultry Barn
12 p.m. — Goat Arrival begins, Sheep Barn
12:30 p.m. — Mandatory Sheep Barn meet-

ing, Sheep Barn
1 p.m. — Sheep Weigh-In, Sheep Barn
2 p.m. — Sewing Challenge, Junior Fair

Building
3 p.m. — Cloverbud Craft (Open to all youth

5-8 years old), Junior Fair Building
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. — Junior Fair Cornhole

Tournament Sign-Up, Junior Fair Office
5 p.m. — Fair Queen Crowning and Species

Queen Recognition, Sound Stage
6:30 p.m. — Junior Fair Cornhole

Tournament, Poultry Barn
Sunday, July 12

8 a.m. — Horse Show, Horse Arena
9:30 a.m. — mandatory Beef Barn meeting,

LEC
10 a.m. — Feeder Calf Weigh-In, LEC

12 p.m. — Goats must be in place, Sheep
Barn

12:30 p.m. — mandatory Goat Barn meet-
ing, Sheep Barn

1 p.m. — Goat Weigh-In, Sheep Barn
1 p.m. — Sheep Lead, Hog Barn
2:30 p.m. — Swine Breeding

Show/Breeding Showmanship, Hog Barn
3-3:45 p.m. — Cloverbud and Style Revue

Practice, Peterson Building
4 p.m. — Cloverbud Revue, Peterson

Building
4:30 p.m. — Line-up for Style Review,

Junior Fair Building
5 p.m. — Style Revue and Clothing Awards,

Peterson Building
5 p.m. — Market Chicken Show and

Showmanship, Poultry Barn
6:30 p.m. — Feeder Calf Show, LEC

Monday, July 13 
9 a.m. — Market Turkey Show and

Showmanship, Poultry Barn
9:30 a.m. — mandatory Beef Barn meeting,

LEC
10 a.m. — Steer/Market Heifer Weigh-In

and Breeding Check-In, LEC
2 p.m. — Sheep Showmanship, Hog Barn
6 p.m. — Bake Off and Cloverbud Bake Off,

Peterson Building
6:30 p.m. — Beef Showmanship, LEC

Senior Fair Schedule
Saturday, July 11

9 am. to noon — Senior Division rabbits in
place, rabbit barn

9 a.m. to noon — Horticultural exhibits in
place, Floral Hall

11 a.m. — Opening ceremonies, front gate
Noon — Needlecraft/handcraft, canned

goods in place, Expo Hall
1 p.m. — Midway opens
1 p.m. — Horticultural exhibit judging,

Floral Hall
3 to 5 p.m. — Open steer/heifer/feeder calf

entries taken, Expo Hall
6 p.m. — Open steer/ heifer/feeder calf

show, Livestock Expo
7 p.m. — Demolition derby, grandstand
7:30 to 10 p.m. — Mr. Chris and the Cruisers

and Blues Brothers Show, sound stage
Sunday, July 12 — Senior Citizens Day,

Veterans Day (free admission for all senior citi-
zens and veterans)

Noon — Harness racing, grandstand
1 p.m. — Midway opens
1:30 p.m. — Photography print judging,

Floral Hall
7 p.m. — Cook and Bell Southern Rock and

Country, grand stand
Monday, July 13

8 a.m. — Open swine show, hog barn (pre-4-
H showmanship and adult showmanship imme-
diately following lunch break; sign up at hog
barn)

9 a.m. — Jackpot lamb weigh-in, sheep barn
(immediately following market lamb weigh-in)

9 a.m. — Senior Division rabbit open show,
rabbit barn

10 a.m. — Needlecraft/ handcraft judging,
Expo Hall

11 a.m. — Jackpot lamb entry deadline,
Expo Hall

Noon — Harness racing, grandstand
1 p.m. — Midway opens
2 p.m. — Fine arts judging, Floral Hall
2 p.m. — Jackpot lamb show, hog barn

(immediately following 4-H showmanship)
6 p.m. — Senior Division rabbits released,

rabbit barn
7 p.m. — Demolition derby, grandstand
8 p.m. — Rock and Rill Short Leash Band,

sound stage
8 p.m. — Horticultural exhibits released,

Floral Hall

See the News Journal: www.wnewsj.com


