
EDITOR’S NOTE—This article is part
one of a two-part series written by
Brandon Smith, contributing writer of the
Wilmington News Journal, about an area
of Greene County where residents are still
dealing with pollution that resulted in that
area being listed in 2003 as a Superfund
site by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. The series will conclude in
Saturday’s edition of the News Journal.

By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

Don Kessler is a little perturbed.
He lives in the Beavercreek subdivision

of Woodhaven, a 150-home chunk of sub-
urbia built too fast for the city limits to
catch up. So, even though Beavercreek has
subsumed the whole area, the vast majori-
ty of homes in Woodhaven rely on wells
for all their water needs.
It’s a nice place to live, Kessler says.

But he and his neighbors are in the middle
of an unfolding story about pollution and
the process the U.S. government uses to
clean it up. The pollution will eventually
get scrubbed from the land, but its after-
math may never be known.
A few hundred yards northeast of

Kessler’s house lies the most polluted land
and groundwater in the county, the loca-
tion of the former Lammers and Kohnen
Chemical Company, which burned in a
magnificent blaze Sept. 30, 1969.
According to Environmental Protection

Agency documents, the company
reclaimed industrial solvents. According
to local sources, the company also
received used 50-gallon barrels from com-
panies and “reconditioned” them—wash-
ing out chemicals, repairing nicks and
dings and possibly painting them. The site

is known both to locals and now officially,
to the EPA, as the “Lammers Barrel
Factory.”
Paul Lammers and Anthony Kohnen’s

company came to a screeching halt when
a delivery truck’s static electricity made a
spark and lit a small fire, according to Kip
Smith, battalion chief with the
Beavercreek Fire Department. Smith wit-
nessed the 1969 fire.
All trucks carrying flammable materi-

als are required to drag a chain along the
ground to maintain continuous static dis-
charge safely (without spark) into the

pavement, Smith said. That fateful day in
1969, one truck was missing its chain,
according to Smith and EPA officials
familiar with the findings of the state fire
marshal’s investigation. The loading dock
and many other areas of the company
stored massive amounts of flammable
chemicals. Fire soon engulfed the campus.
Little Beaver Creek flows through the

center of the two-acre property, just north-
east of the intersection of Grange Hall and
Patterson roads. Because the area was not
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“There are only two
distinct classes of people
on this earth: those who
espouse enthusiasm and
those who despise it.”
— Germaine de Stael,

French author
(1766-1817)

Weather drawing by Briana Baird,
Wilmington

Chance of rain
Partly sunny today, with

highs in the upper 80s.
Partly cloudy tonight, with a
slight chance of showers
and thunderstorms in the
evening, then mostly cloudy
with a chance of showers
and thunderstorms after
midnight.
See FOR THE RECORD,

Page 2A
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Fake or not?
Locally based Ultimate

Impact Wrestling wrestlers
defend the sport.

See SPORTS, Page 1B

INSIDE

FromThursday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 2, 4, 1
Pick 4: 7, 5, 7, 3
Ten-Oh: 8, 13, 14, 15, 17,
19, 22, 26, 29, 31, 36, 40,
44, 48, 51, 54, 60, 72, 76, 78
FromThursday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 6, 1, 5
Pick 4: 0, 0, 6, 4
Ten-Oh: 1, 3, 4, 7, 11, 14,
15, 20, 23, 26, 30, 31, 35,
48, 49, 51, 59, 69, 72, 75
Rolling Cash 5:5, 6, 16, 31, 39

LOTTERY

Bicentennial 2010: Hale and Halle:Medicine and the arts
“Bicentennial Bits” are from

the History and Legacy
Committee. If you would like to
submit an article, contact Kay
Fisher, Clinton County History
Center, 382-4684.

DR.WILLIAM KELLEY HALE
Dr. William Kelley Hale

was born in 1884 and grew up
on a farm in Vernon Township.
He was a 1904 graduate of
Wilmington High School and

pursued his interest in science
and medicine, graduating from
the medical department of the
St. Louis University four years
later. After spending one year
practicing in the St. Louis
Obstetric Dispensary, he began
his professional life in
Wilmington, specializing in
general surgery and became
well-known for his skills in
healing the sick. He main-
tained his own private hospital

and research laboratory.
He married Dessa Raydure,

whom he met while studying
in St. Louis, where she was the
assistant superintendent of
nurses. She became an invalu-
able aid to him with her great
knowledge of medicine.
In 1923, the Kelley Hale

Hospital and Clinic was built
on Main Street and was the
only hospital in the area until
Clinton Memorial Hospital

was opened in 1951. Hale
Hospital remained in use until
1964.

HARRY HALLE
Born Harrison C. Halle in

1873 on Polk Road, near
Sabina, Harry, as he was better
known, was a painter and
musician. After traveling in
France, Italy and Canada, he
returned to Sabina to teach
music at Reesville School. He

carried his accordion-size
piano from room to room at
the school, often singing.
Halle had a studio above what
is now The Haines Agency. He
taught painting and piano but
rarely found a student with any
great promise. He taught
painting at Wilmington
College for 32 years.
He died on Sept. 5, 1967,

three months shy of his 94th
birthday.

A local
laughing matter
The Witty Women of

Wilmington presents “Com-
edy Comes Home” on Aug.
1, featuring Stephanie
Hodge, Rene Fulkerson
Bray and Kay Frances
Brewer. For more informa-
tion, call the News Journal
at 382-2574 or visit
www.wnewsj.com.

TAKE NOTE

Big Brothers, Sisters office to close
CLINTON COUNTY
By ROSE COOPER
rcooper@wnewsj.com

The Clinton County office of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters of Warren and
Clinton Counties, located at 31 W.

Main St., Wilmington, will close at the
end of July for financial reasons.
Tammy Stapleton, executive direc-

tor, said children in Clinton County
will continue to be served and volun-
teers from the county will still be need-
ed for the program. Also, the name of

the organization will not be changed.
“Our biggest concern is that we

want to assure the community that
we’re still going to serve the county, but
just for financial reasons, it makes
more sense right now to do it out of one
central office.” Stapleton said. “The

way our program is set up, it just does-
n’t make financial sense at this point to
be paying for two office spaces when
the majority of the direct service that
we give to our volunteers and clients is

Straight shooters make history
On-Target club first to include shooting in fair judging

News Journal photo/Gary Huffenberger

Anthony Tissandier was the trophy winner in the muzzle loading contest at a pre-fair event
Thursday. Looking on is judge Bob Heyob. See photos and results from the day on Page 12A.

CLINTON COUNTY
By GARY HUFFENBERGER

ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

The Clinton County On-
Target 4-H Club stretched its
horizons at a pre-fair shooting
event Thursday by including,
for the first time in Ohio, the
judging of live shooting to go
along with the traditional judg-
ing of members’ project books
and posters.
Prohibited from taking

firearms onto fairgrounds, 4-H
shooting clubs around the state
have limited their fair activities
to members being interviewed
by judges and the evaluation of
members’ projects and project
books.
But to the Clinton County

On-Target 4-H Club advisors
and assistants, it seemed almost
silly not to include some hands-
on shooting for the highlight
event of the year. Firearms may

After almost 40 years, Beavercreek
land and water remains poisonous
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No studies of illness have been or will be conducted in Woodhaven, the residential
area near the former Lammers Barrel Factory, the most polluted place in Greene Coun-
ty. The site is just northeast of the Grange Hall and Patterson roads intersection.

Mobile pantry
brings 5,000
pounds of
food to county

CLINTON COUNTY
By SOFIA BURGESS

Contributing Writer

Food pantries in Clinton
County are doing their best
to help the people who
need that service most, and
they are doing it in large
part through donations
from Clinton County citi-
zens. Accomplishing a lot
with a little has become
standard procedure.
On June 18, the New

Vienna United Methodist
Church’s food pantry wel-
comed a mobile food
pantry truck from
Freestore Foodbank, based
in Cincinnati.
Clinton County was

among the first of seven

See BEAVERCREEK, Page 10A

Change
imminent in
New Vienna
NEW VIENNA

By ASHLEY STAMPER
Contributing Writer

Last night, residents of
New Vienna were called to
an important town meet-
ing. Nearly 60 community
members attended the
meeting, which opened
with an introduction by
Mayor Keith Collins. The
mayor outlined the agenda
for the evening, which
included two major issues
— the upcoming police
levy and current revitaliza-
tion efforts in New Vienna.
According to the mayor,

the passing of the police
levy would allow the vil-
lage to maintain its own
police force. Currently, the
New Vienna officers work
on a volunteer basis, with
the exception of interim
Chief James Holcomb who
is paid eight hours of salary
per week. Currently, there
is $397.30 in the village’s
police fund, and any
money pulled from the
general fund would support
the police department for
only six months.
The new $4 million

replacement police levy

See BROTHERS, Page 10A

See SHOOTERS, Page 12A
See PANTRY, Page 8A

See NEW VIENNA,
Page 10A
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equipped with fire hydrants in 1969, to
battle the blaze firefighters were forced
either to truck in water or pump it from
the creek. The creek pumping didn’t go
so well.

“They ended up pumping flamma-
ble solvent back onto the fire,” said
Smith.

A friend and colleague of his helped
to battle the blaze as Smith and several
hundred other people watched. Smith
later joined the local fire department.

“We were thankful no one was
killed,” he said. “(But) a man was hit
with a barrel, a flying barrel.”

The following was taken from the
Oct. 1, 1969, edition of the Xenia Daily
Gazette:

“Most seriously hurt was Richard
Majusick of the Mad River Twp.
department in nearby Montgomery
County. He was treated at Kettering
Memorial Hospital for a hairline frac-
ture of the right leg and face cuts that

required 25 stitches to close.
He was knocked down by a solvent

barrel thrown into the air by one of sev-
eral hundred explosions that accentuat-
ed the raging flames, Chief Crawford
said.”

Two other firefighters sustained
minor injuries, but the most serious
health hazards from this fire were not
likely caused by heat or explosion.

Laboratory work has associated var-
ious cancers and liver problems with
the chemicals released in the Lammers
fire. EPA’s Web site lists the chemicals
that are known to have contaminated
soil at the site:

“…trichloroethylene, methyl-ethyl
ketone, tetrachloroethene, 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, aromatic hydrocar-
bons, aliphatic hydrocarbons, ketones,
esters, and alcohols.” The chemicals
were contained in “eighteen vertical
tanks, ranging in size from 2,500 to
25,000 gallons and approximately
6,000 55-gallon drums,” all of which
ruptured during the fire.

To do some research of your own on
these chemicals, see the pollution Web

site Scorecard.org. Among other valu-
able pollution-related tools, you can
click on “Chemical Profiles” and enter
any of the the chemical names above
for more information on that chemical.

No studies of illnesses in the area
have been done by the Ohio
Department of Health (ODH) or the
Greene County Combined Health
District, according to representatives of
those organizations. In October 2008,
ODH released an assessment of health
risk in the area, but the findings did not
measure the actual occurrence of ill-
ness. In the report, ODH recommended
more testing — to which Ohio EPA
replied, in a written public comment,
that adequate testing was currently
being done.

Neither the local nor the state health
agencies plan to attempt a study of ill-
ness in the area.

Mark McDonnell, the highest
officeholder at the county health dis-
trict, wrote in an e-mail:

“We have not done epidemiologic
studies, because Greene County and
Beavercreek in general have much

lower incidences of cancer and other
marker diseases than State averages. I
think that you will find some data in
the Oct. 08 ODH report. We also do not
have any other adverse effects being
reported.”

“I don’t believe that for one
minute,” said Kessler, who is chairman
of the EPA-established community
involvement panel for the site. “I’d like
to see testing done” regarding illness in
the area, he said.

! BEAVERCREEK
Continued from Page 1A
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Many Woodhaven residents are unaware of the nearby groundwater pollu-
tion.

either done at their home or by
phone. We’re trying to spend
our money more efficiently in
these economic times.”

When the organization
began serving Clinton County,
a committee was formed of
community members to work
with Big Brothers and Big
Sisters of Warren and Clinton
Counties, Stapleton said. “The
committee was really dedicated
to the idea of what our program

does,” she said. “Then it seems
like over the years, our identity
and our service has kind of
dwindled and we’re trying to
reverse that.

“Now we would like to
reform that Clinton County
committee as well. That way,
we would have actual Clinton
County community members
supporting us and helping with
fundraisers, speaking and get-
ting the word out about our pro-
gram on a more local basis —
something that we have not had
for a while.”

Big Brothers and Big Sisters
is a non-profit organization that

helps children reach their
potential through professional-
ly supported, one-on-one men-
toring relationships with volun-
teers.

According to its Web site,
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of
Warren and Clinton Counties
has been serving the children of
these communities since 1978.
The vision of the organization
is “to provide successful men-
toring relationships for all chil-
dren who need and want them,
contributing to better schools,
brighter futures, and stronger
communities for all,” the Web
site states.

Stapleton did not immedi-
ately know how many children
are presently being served in
Clinton County or how many
children have been served in
past years. “We have children
that are matched and we have
children who are on our waiting
list. We always have a need for
volunteers. Even though we’re
closing the Clinton County
office, we’re still taking kids
into our program and we’re still
screening volunteers and mak-
ing matches and serving the
Clinton County community.”

Meanwhile, Big Brothers
and Big Sisters of Warren and

Clinton Counties is planning its
second annual Rubber Duckie
Regaffle on Aug. 9 at 4 p.m. at
The Beach Waterpark,
Stapleton said.

The Rubber Duckie
Regaffle is a combination
regatta and raffle that allows the
general public to purchase a
raffle ticket for $5. This enters
the purchaser into a raffle for
prizes, such as a $500 Visa gift
card, $250 Walmart gift card
and a $150 Best Buy gift card.
The purchase also includes
choice of a souvenir rubber
duck, as well as sponsorship of
a Big Brothers and Big Sisters

child in the duck regatta that
will occur in The Beach’s Lazy
Miami River.

The general public is invited
to attend the event. Discounted
tickets to the waterpark are $12
(normally $27.99) and can be
purchased by calling the
Lebanon office of Big Brothers
and Big Sisers at 513-932-3966
or by visiting any Huntington
Bank location in Warren
County.

The Warren County office is
located at 777 Columbus Ave.,
Lebanon. The address of the
Web site is
www.bbbswarren.org.

! BROTHERS
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would bring in $40,000 to
$45,000 per year for five years,
compared to the existing levy
which brings in $23,000 per year.
“It’s an honor to serve this vil-
lage,” said Chief Holcomb. “The
department really needs the
money. The police cruisers are
getting old, and there is a lot
going on in the community, so
we would like to be able to pay
the officers to be here more. We

want to be here to help you,” he
said.

The existing police levy is
effective through 2010, and if the
replacement does not pass, New
Vienna will be without its own
police force and will fall under
the jurisdiction of the Clinton
County Sheriff’s Office. The vil-
lage council supports the levy
and encourages community
members to vote in favor of it
when it is placed on the ballot
this November. Council
President Judy Havens said,
“Anybody that knows me knows

that I don’t like high taxes, but
you have to weigh the options.
For our location, it is important to
have a police department. If you
have an argument against the
department, then we must have
money to make a change, and if
you like the department the way
it is, we need money to keep it
that way.”

The second issue discussed at
the meeting was the current
endeavor to revitalize the village.
“We are trying to spread the seed
of cleaning up New Vienna. We
want to make people proud of the

village, and we need to focus on
getting businesses back in town
and creating the thriving village
that it once was,” said Collins.

The mayor discussed the var-
ious projects designed to revive
New Vienna, one project being
water system improvements. In
recent years, major leaks in water
lines were found which caused a
loss of 100,000 gallons of water
per day. The leaks were repaired
and the water loss has been sub-
stantially reduced. Other water
system projects include the
replacement of a water line on

Bernard Road and also sewer
system and sewer plant upgrades.
The village recently applied for
grant money and received
$363,000 to improve village
water treatment.

In addition to water system
improvements, the mayor
addressed a sidewalk replace-
ment project, park improvements
such as concrete walkways and
new benches, and cleaning up
vacant properties.

He encouraged community
members to help with the
cleanup of downtown New

Vienna, a project spearheaded by
the New Vienna Revitalization
Committee. The committee plans
to give the village’s historical
buildings a facelift. The project
will begin this weekend with
cleanup on the outside of the
buildings, followed by a coat of
paint in upcoming weeks. The
mayor encouraged people to
“imagine how nice downtown
will look” when the project is
completed.

To learn more about New
Vienna, visit
www.newvienna.net.

! NEW VIENNA
Continued from Page 1A


