
By ROSE COOPER
rcooper@wnewsj.com

A tragic accident claimed
the life of a Wilmington area
resident Monday afternoon
after she was apparently struck
by a pickup truck at her home.

The victim, Ethel I. Streber,
63, of 9759 State Route 73
South, Wilmington, was air lift-
ed from her residence by a Care
Flight helicopter. She died en
route to Miami Valley Hospital
in Dayton.

Clinton County Sheriff
Ralph D. Fizer Jr. said two
friends of the victim were
working on a 1994 Ford Ranger
pickup truck owned by Daniel
D. Cruea, who lives at the State
Route 73 address. Fizer said the
truck was partially inside the
garage and Cruea and an
unidentified man could not get
it started.

The victim was standing in
front of the truck at the time of
the accident, Fizer said. “They
had the ignition on and they

jumped the solenoid and the
truck started. It was a standard
and apparently it was in gear
because, according to evidence
at the scene, the vehicle went
forward. It appears the truck hit
the victim and pushed her into a
garden tractor and other items
in the garage.”

The person reporting the
accident said a truck ran over a
pedestrian.

“I don’t think a tire crossed
over her,” added Major Brian
Prickett, chief deputy at the
sheriff’s office. “What appears
to have happened is the truck
took her back and pinned her
between other items in the
garage. It appears that she died
from the impact of the truck.”

Fizer said Streber was still
alive when deputies arrived on
the scene. Cruea and his friend
had backed the truck and they
were waiting for the squad.

Fizer said the investigation
is continuing. “We did impound
the vehicle pending the investi-
gation,” the sheriff said. “It
appears it was a tragic acci-
dent.”

Fizer said most tragic acci-
dents like this can be avoided.
“But with everyone’s busy
lives, we just don’t take time to
stop and think.”

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

The state government in
Columbus has committed a
total of $5.2 million in support
of a newly formed aircraft
maintenance company with a

familiar name — Airborne —
birthed from available
mechanics and engineers faced
with losing their jobs at ABX
Air in Wilmington.

The company, with the full
name of Airborne Maintenance
and Engineering Services, will
be located at the Wilmington

Air Park and is expected to
start in May with 300 or more
employees, as reported in the
Feb. 25 News Journal.

Support from the State of
Ohio includes a 10-year, $3.8
million job creation tax credit,

News Journal staff report
Wilmington native John R.

Ellis will be one of the film-
makers featured beginning
Thursday at the National
Aviation Hall of Fame’s second
Reel Stuff Film Festival of
Aviation in Dayton.

“I’m excited to have been
asked by the National Aviation
Hall of Fame to participate,” the
filmmaker, writer and artist
said.

Ellis’ credentials span the
world of TV, movies and comic

books. Just a few highlights are
his work for MTV, Showtime,
HBO, Cinemax, NBC, ABC
and PBS.

Ellis is currently in charge of
the restoration of the “lost”
1950s NBC prime-time adven-
ture series “Steve Canyon”
which is coming to DVD and
video. Steve Canyon was the
creation of famed cartoonist
and Daytonian Milton Caniff
and Ellis will represent the
Caniff estate Thursday night at
a special Opening Night of the
Stars Reception at the
Engineers Club of Dayton. The
“Operation Intercept” Canyon
episode will be featured at the
reception, which will welcome
the National Aviation Hall of
Fame’s producers, writers,
directors and other special pre-

senters and guests of the four-
day festival.

Ellis was born in
Wilmington on March 2, 1955,
at Clinton Memorial Hospital.
Ellis still considers himself a
Buckeye.

The youngest of two sons
and two daughters (by a 12-
year margin). He grew up on a
small farm outside of town until
about 1960 when he moved to
the Lakewood area. He spent
his early school years here,
until about the age of 11 when
his family moved to Florida. He
has fond memories of
Wilmington, including some of
the Morand family. He said one
of his best friends was Mike
Morand.

By ROSE COOPER
rcooper@wnewsj.com

A reward of up to $1,000 is being
offered by Crime Stoppers for informa-
tion leading to the arrest of the man
who robbed Main Street Pharmacy in
Blanchester on Saturday.

Blanchester Police Chief Scott
Reinbolt released pictures Tuesday

afternoon of the robber and the van he
was driving.

“After a complete review of the
video surveillance camera footage, we
believe the suspect wore a mask of the
type used by paint ballers during the
robbery,” Reinbolt said. “He has a
small bald spot, a receding hair line and
dark hair.”

Reinbolt further described the man
as a heavy set white man wearing dark
pants, tennis shoes and a camouflage
jacket.

“We are particularly interested in
finding the van used by the robber,

which was a green early 1990s GMC
mini conversion van with chrome run-
ning boards, chrome trim around the
wheel wells, tan side striping and a
chrome ladder on the back,” Reinbolt
said. “There was a sticker on the rear
window of the van with a white letter
“E” or the numeral “3” on it.”

Reinbolt said Monday the suspect
sat in the van in the pharmacy parking
lot for several minutes prior to commit-
ting the crime. “We therefore would be
interested in speaking with anyone who

11
83

25
0

News JournalWILMINGTON

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 Serving Clinton County, Ohio, since 1838 75 CENTS

6 7 4 8 2 5 8 0 9 0 1 0

“Death destroys a man;
the idea of

Death saves him.”
— E.M. Forster,
English author
(1879-1970)

Weather drawing by Teara Camp,
Wilmington

Temps in 40s
A 50 percent chance of

showers early this morning,
otherwise partly sunny.
Highs in the lower 40s.
See FOR THE RECORD,

Page 2A
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Support WHS
The Wilmington High

School plays Shawnee at 9
p.m. tonight at UD Arena.
Find a banner on page 8A
to take to the game to show
your support for the
Hurricane!

Do you have the
luck of the Irish?

The Clinton County
Skatepark Association
(CCSA) will host The
Shamrock Slamdown, a
costume dodgeball tourna-
ment, Friday at the Clinton
County YMCA. Registration
starts at 5 p.m. with games
starting at 6 p.m. Preregis-
ter for $35 or pay $45 at the
door for a team of six to
eight players. All proceeds
go to the YMCA and CCSA.
Music will be provided by
DJ Tom Ibaugh.

INSIDE

TAKE NOTE

From Tuesday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 6, 2, 9
Pick 4: 8, 5, 1, 6
Ten-Oh: 10, 11, 14, 17, 1,
20, 31, 34, 36, 38, 44, 54,
56, 57, 58, 61, 65, 68, 72, 76

From Tuesday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 6, 3, 9
Pick 4: 3, 9, 9, 9
Ten-Oh: 12, 17, 18, 20, 25,
26, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 40,
49, 51, 52, 53, 55, 57, 60, 66
Rolling Cash 5:

9, 12, 14, 16, 33

LOTTERY

Catch the Webcast today of the Hurricane on ohiolockerroom.com

Get the latest
Sign up for breaking news

and e-mail newsletters on
the News Journal’s Web site
at www.wnewsj.com.

Photo fix
Want to buy a picture the

News Journal has snapped?
Click on the Buy Photos link
on www.wnewsj.com. Not
only can you get your pic-
ture, you can have it put on-
to a mug or mouse pad.

ON THE WEB

Lisa Tucker Clarence TuckerRobert Allen

Suspicious car call turns up meth lab

By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

Who would want to consume
a substance made with any of
these ingredients: carburetor
cleaner, chemical driveway ice
melter, cooking stove fuel, drain
cleaner, farm fertilizer and
hydrochloric acid — sometimes
used to melt sealers off concrete

floors?
“It’s absolute poison,” said

Chief Detective Josh Riley of
the Wilmington Police
Department.

Despite its ingredients,
methamphetamine is highly
addictive and has a propensity to
be used as an illegal stimulant.
Wilmington police say it was
being manufactured at 708
Rombach Ave.

Police won‘t know how
much finished meth was found
at the site until the Miami Valley

See METH, Page 7A
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Contributed photo

John Ellis setting up a miniature helicopter for a special effects
shot for the movie “Invader” in 1993. The film was one of 80 fea-
ture films that he has been involved with.

Wilmington native to be featured at film festival

News Journal photo/Gary Huffenberger

On the right at the podium speaking during Tuesday’s press conference is Wilmington Mayor
David Raizk. Behind him in the front row, left to right, are Ohio Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher and Air Transport
Services Group CEO Joe Hete.

$5.2M committed to Airborne

Reward offered for arrest in pharmacy robbery

Woman dies after
being hit by truck

Contributed photo

A surveillance camera captured this
photo of the suspect entering the
pharmacy Saturday.

Photos of suspect,
his vehicle released

Ellis is now restoring
‘lost’ 1950s series
‘Steve Canyon’

Truck appeared
to have pinned

63-year-old Streber

Minimum sentence
four years for couple



Regional Crime Lab reports an
official weight.

According to Riley, it was a
small operation compared to
others discovered in Clinton
County in recent years, “but it
was an operation,” he said.

The investigation began
when a Wilmington resident
noticed a suspicious car in the
100 block of Newham Street
and called police around 12:15
a.m. Tuesday.

Police went to watch the car,
that allegedly ran the stop sign at
Newham and Rombach,
prompting a traffic stop. To stop,
the car pulled into the driveway
of the driver’s home at 708
Rombach Ave.

While officer Michael Earley

approached the driver’s side of
the car, officer Scott Baker went
to the passenger’s side and
noticed something peculiar. The
passenger, Robert W. Allen, 41,
of Brookville, was putting on
gloves with weights in the fin-
gers.

“Basically lead boxing
gloves,” Riley called them.
“When he realized what this guy
was doing, it was kind of a
shock.” For this, Allen received
a charge of possessing con-
cealed weapons.

The situation continued to
escalate for the individuals in
the car, including the driver,
Clarence F. Tucker, 35, of
Wilmington.

Officers Earley and Baker
spotted small used car parts in
the car, according to Detective
Riley. When asked, Allen and
Tucker “pretty much” gave an
admission to stealing them from

the salvage yard near where their
car had been parked. For this
alleged offense, Allen and
Tucker were charged with one
count each of breaking and
entering and possession of crim-
inal tools, specifically those tools
used to remove the car parts.

This discovery prompted a
search of the car, which yielded
what was believed to be samples
of finished meth, as well as part-
ly-empty cans of liquid campfire
cooking fuel, a popular meth
ingredient.

At some time during the
investigation, according to a
press release, Tucker’s wife Lisa
L. Tucker, 40, came out of their
house and acted “disorderly”
and “confrontational.” When
she fled into the house, the
release stated, police took her
into custody.

Lisa and Clarence Tucker
were eventually charged with

manufacturing meth. That’s a
felony of the most serious
degree, the first, and it carries a
minimum prison sentence of
four years.

The charges against Clarence
Tucker and Robert Allen, stem-
ming from the car parts theft, are
punishable by up to two years in
prison, police said. Riley said

the parts were intended to be
used on cars the two men
owned.

Lisa Tucker has been
charged with obstructing official
business and resisting arrest.
Clarence Tucker faces charges
of breaking and entering, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia
and possession of criminal tools
for use in a felony, whileAllen is
charged with breaking and
entering, carrying concealed
weapons and possession of
criminal tools for use in a felony.

Discovering the lab “was a
heck of a job by those guys,”

Detective Riley said about offi-
cers Earley and Baker.

And the incident underscores
the importance of complaints
from ordinary people, he said.

“If you see something odd,
absolutely call us. Somebody
took the time to do that. … One
thing led to another, that led to
another, and we busted a meth
lab, all because somebody
called about a weird car at the
end of the street,” Riley said.

“Hats off to the person who
called. We need more of those
calls, and we will respond to
every one of them,” he said.

Farleys Arkansas Pondstockers, Inc.

FISH DAY!!!

Wilmington, OH
Buckley Brothers

2:00 - 3:00 pm
937-383-2040

Clarksville, OH
Clarksville Ag Service

3:30 - 4:30 pm
937-289-2311

NOW IS THE TIME FOR STOCKING!
Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear

• Bluegill (Bream) • Minnows • Black Crappie (if available)

FRIDAY, MARCH 20TH

To Place An Order, Call
1-800-247-2615

www.farleysfishfarm.com
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Don’t miss an evening with...
David Fitzsimmons

Silent Auction ItemsFloral Design by Bruce BevanTickets to the Cincinnati Symphony
Chair Massage at Divine Image with Carol BaileyStay 'n' Play ExperienceClinton County Basketfrom Leadership Clinton 2009Lisa's Salon – Spa PedicureLisa's Salon – One-Hour MassageBreakfast for 10 from McCoy's CateringAntique Lovers Box:Varied Items Plus $25 Gift Certificate from Patterry

Piano Lessons with Barbara Dennis10 - 30 minute lessonsStokes Farm Basketwith Private Label Jams and SaucesPampered Chef Cooking Basket– LC Alumni CommitteePampered Chef Cooking Basket– LC Alumni CommitteeDowntown Package– Gifts from Shops in WilmingtonCMH Regional Health System Gift Basket
Leadership Clinton 1996 Gift BasketLeadership Clinton 1998 Gift BasketLeadership Clinton 2000 Gift BasketLeadership Clinton 2001 Gift BasketLeadership Clinton 2005 Gift BasketLeadership Clinton 2007 Gift Basket

Liberty Savings Bank Gardener's Variety Basket
Festivals, Fairs & Fun Package:Banana Split, Corn Festival, SauerkrautFestival Plus More!Irish-Themed Basket:Irish Coffee Glasses, Liqueur,Travel Books & MoreSanta's Helper Package:Visit from Santa; Gift Wrapping; MealWilmington College BasketCowan Lake Package:Afternoon of Sailing, Cabin or Tent Rental,Pontoon Boat etc.Cincinnati Reds PackageBuild Your Own Party Package:Tent, Catered MealOhio Products BasketMystery Lover's Package: Books, Chocolates,Reading Light, Tote & More

Award winning editorial cartoonist for
the Arizona Daily Star.

“Part performer, part caricaturist,
part satirist, part clown, part teacher . . .

there’s no one like him!”

Live Auction
includes

Dayton Dragons VIP Tickets

– $2500.00 Value

Camp Joy Outdoor

Education/Venture Out!

1/2 day with Ropes Course

for 15 people – Value $1750.00

Condominium Golf Vacation in

North Carolina – Value $1200.00

Cooking With Chef Scott Lamphear

Two-Hour Lesson &

Meal for Two – Value $750.00

10 Hours Interior Design Service

Residential/Commercial

– Value $650.00

Hardwick Designs/Stephanie Stokes

ABX Air, Inc. Aircraft Simulator Ride

– 1 Hour; Value $600.00

Tickets are $45 each.Tables of eight reserved for $400.
Reservations must be made by March 11th.

Clinton County Leadership Institute
ccli@verizon.net

(937) 382-7120 • www.cclead.org
Wilmington News Journal ~ Proud Sponsor of CCLI

Plus. . .
• Leaders of the

Year Award
• Dinner

• Celtic Music by
Sobaire

Tuesday, March 17, 2009 • 6:00 p.m.
Roberts Convention Centre
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STREBER MORTGAGE
“A Local Name You Know and Trust.”

Dave Steele

Doublewide Home?
Refinance–Cash Out to 95%

Purchase–Up to 100%–NO MONEY DOWN

382-1313
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transacted business at the phar-
macy immediately preceding
the robbery,” he said.

The store was robbed of an
undisclosed amount of mor-
phine at around noon Saturday.
“He openly carried a rifle into
the store and used it to threaten
the clerks,” Reinbolt said on
Monday.

The police chief said the
Greater Cincinnati-Northern
Kentucky Crime Stoppers

“have graciously agreed to
assist by offering a reward of
up to $1,000 for information
leading to the arrest of the per-
petrator.”

Anyone with information
can contact Crime Stoppers at
1-888-352-3040 anytime, day
or night. Callers to Crime
Stoppers are assured of
remaining anonymous.
Information can also be pro-
vided to the Blanchester Police
Department on their tip line at
937-783-4702 Ext. 19 or to the
Clinton County Sheriff’s
Office on the Internet at
www.clintonsheriff.com.

! ROBBERY
Continued from Page 1A

Contributed photo

A surveillance camera captured this photo of the suspect’s van
parked in the pharmacy’s lot Saturday.

! METH
Continued from Page 1A

How to spot a possible meth lab
According to the Web site of the Warren County Drug Task

Force, the agency that helped process the scene Tuesday, the
following are indications of a possible meth lab:

• Frequent visitors at all times of the day or night — per-
sons carrying in boxes with excessive amounts of glassware,
containers, tubing and so on.

• Frequent late night activity.
• Chemical odors coming from their houses, garbage or

detached buildings.
• Paranoid behavior and/or extensive security.
• People appearing secretive about their activities.
• Unemployed yet pay bills with cash.
• Coming outside to smoke cigarettes.
• Windows blackened out or curtains always drawn.
• Burn garbage on property or set their garbage in another

neighbor’s collection area.
“Alone, any of these activities or signs may not mean that

methamphetamine manufacturing is occurring. However,
some or several of them happening together may indicate a
problem,” the Web site states.

Additional educational materials can be found at
www.wcdtf.org.

Contributed photo

Confiscated materials litter the driveway behind police lines on Rombach Avenue.


