
News Journal staff report
Thirteen-year-old Alex

Bartlett is in his first year of 4-
H. His pig, named Bacon, is
his first 4-H project. He was
told his pig was a good animal
specimen, but he wasn’t
expecting to win the honor
Thursday of exhibiting the
overall grand champion at the
well-respected Clinton County
Junior Fair Swine Show, this
year consisting of 39 classes of
pigs.

“I’m surprised,” said
Bartlett, a member of the New
Antioch Hustlers 4-H Club.

The unexpected victory is
welcome to his parents, too.
Melissa and Jeff Boldman
have had lots on their minds
lately. Jeff is a 24-year
employee of ABX Air and
Melissa is a DHL Express
worker at the Wilmington Air
Park. They both face the loss
of their jobs in the next year or
so.

But nothing will take away
the sweet experience of Alex’s

day in the sun at the 2008
Clinton County Fair.

Sixteen-year-old Blair
Kenney, who has been in 4-H
eight years, exhibited the over-
all reserve grand chamption in
the Swine Show. Kenney is a
member of the New Vienna
Buckeyes 4-H Club and also of
the East Clinton FFA chapter.

Third overall was the pig of
Karli Harris, fourth overall
Michael Ellis, fifth overall
Jason Geer, sixth overall Reed
Gerber, seventh overall Jordan
Watson and eighth overall
Evan Watson.

Below are the results in the
classes, with participants listed
in order of finish. The
exhibitor named first placed
first, the exhibitor named sec-
ond placed second, and so
forth.

Class 1 Raise Your Own
Market Hogs — Jordan
Watson (class champion),
Evan Watson (class reserve
champion), Alexis Thatcher,
Taylor Thatcher, Peyton Vest,
Dallas Zurface, Josh
Pinkerton, Denver Bernard.

Class 2 Purebred Berkshire
Barrow — Erika Doak, Jason
Geer, Ciarra Cooper, Landon
Doak, Zachary Blankenship,
Hannah Blankenship, Andrew
Sanderson.

Class 3 Purebred Berkshire
Barrow — Zachary
Blankenship, Asa Beekman,
Tyler Rhonemus, Aaron Rowe,
Justin Stitch.

Grand champion Berkshire:
Erika Doak; reserve champion
Berkshire: Jason Geer.

Class 4 Purebred Chester
Barrow — Sequoya Laufer,
Vennasa Ames, Marc
Blankenship, Ciarra Cooper.

Grand champion Chester:
Sequoya Laufer; reserve
champion Chester: Vennasa
Ames.

Class 5 Purebred Duroc
Barrow — Allison Walker,
Sam Schafer, Alexis Thatcher,
Raegan Snyder, Hannah
Blankenship, Lane Williams,
Austin Johannes.

Class 6 Purebred Duroc
Barrow — Alex Bartlett, Sara
Geer, Sarah Milner, Joan
Tolliver, Jessica Wiget, Chad

Florea.
Class 7 Purebred Duroc

Barrow — Justin Stewart,
Jeremy Boldman, Brandon
Bergeford, Marissa Williams,
Maria Bond, Jordan Dale

Wiederhold, Samantha
Conard.

Grand champion Duroc:
Alex Bartlett; reserve champi-

By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

The voice of Wilmington’s
Mary Houghtaling was heard
across the nation on a public
news radio show Thursday
morning — she got the chance
Wednesday to ask John
McCain about DHL.

McCain, who held a town-
hall meeting in Portsmouth,
has been reported by the
Associated Press and Time
magazine’s website as giving

Houghtaling a “straight”
answer.

Houghtaling herself thinks
so, too.

“He was as honest as he
could be,” said the Hospice co-
founder and DHL advocacy
leader. “I thought he was very
gracious and he seemed very
sympathetic. … He didn’t
blow any smoke, or give any
false hope.”

“This is a terrible blow,”
said the Senator in response to
her questioning.

But he soon gave the part of
the speech for which he’s get-
ting the most national media
attention.

“I would be glad to ask for

any investigation or, uh, scruti-
ny, of what DHL is doing,
okay?” said McCain.

“Mm-hmm,” Houghtaling
uttered into the microphone.

“But I gotta look you into
the eye and give you straight
talk. I don’t know if I can stop
it or not. Or, if it will be
stopped,” he said.

The Senator then spoke for
another two minutes on his
plans to increase the effective-
ness of job training.

Houghtaling, a supporter of
McCain, nevertheless con-
cedes that like other politi-
cians, he uses just about every

COME…Be A Part of the Adventure and Fun at Vacation Bible School 2008
July 14th to 18th: Dinner at 5:30, VBS 6:00 to 8:30 PM, Call 382-1465

The Wilmington United Methodist Church – 50 E. Locust Street – Ample parking behind the Church
1185075
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“False democracy shouts
Every man down to the

level of the average. True
democracy cries All men
up to the height of their

fullest capacity for
service and achievement.”
— Nicholas Murray Butler,

American educator
(1862-1947)

Weather drawing by Katie Cox,
Clinton-Massie

Sunny, clear
Sunny today, with highs in

the upper 80s.
Clear tonight, with lows in

the mid 60s.
See FOR THE RECORD,

Page 2A
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TODAY’S INDEX

THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Mud flying fun
Truck pulls were held Thurs-

day night at the Clinton County
Fair.

See SPORTS, Page 1B

Kid’s play
Saturday at WC

Clinton County Kids &
Company is sponsoring the
children’s play “The Legend
of Little Wolf” presented by
the Cincinnati based Madcap
Puppet Theatre Saturday at
Wilmington College.

See ARTS, Page 9A

INSIDE
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Thank you to Teamsters Local 1224, Representing the Pilots of ABX Air, Inc. for providing free papers at the fair today.

Get the latest
Sign up for breaking news

and e-mail newsletters on the
News Journal’s Web site at
www.wnewsj.com.

Photo fix
Want to buy a picture the

News Journal has snapped?
Click on the Buy Photos link
on www.wnewsj.com. Not on-
ly can you get your picture,
you can have it put onto a
mug or mouse pad.

ON THE WEB

From Thursday’s day drawing:

Pick 3: 1, 4, 8
Pick 4: 1, 3, 0, 9
Ten-Oh: 4, 7, 9, 11, 14, 16,
21, 36, 38, 39, 42, 43, 45, 52,
55, 56, 57, 71, 74, 79

From Thursday’s night drawing:

Pick 3: 9, 2, 0
Pick 4: 9, 8, 4, 6
Ten-Oh: 5, 14, 16, 23, 24, 28,
29, 35, 38, 44, 53, 55, 57, 58,
59, 63, 67, 72, 73, 76
Rolling Cash 5: 4, 14, 17, 21, 26

LOTTERY
News Journal photo/Bill Liermann

Alexander takes Grapevine award
Cameron Alexander was chosen as the 2008 Showman of Showmen Sweepstakes winner Thursday night at the Clinton

County Fair. The top class winners in all six species competed for the annual award named in the memory of Tony Grapevine.
Above, Tony’s father, Bruce looks on as 1972 winner Ron Thompson gives Alexander his trophy. Alexander was the Showman
of Showmen for the beef category. The other Showman of Showmen honorees were Chelsea Sutton (swine), Caci Moore
(horse), Jessie Mass (goat), Keri Bickel (sheep) and Megan Young (dairy).

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
ghuffenberger@wnewsj.com

In hopes the population
holds its share of power in soci-
ety, copies of save-the-jobs
petitions bearing 11,000-plus
signatures will be delivered
Monday to the offices of the
Ohio governor and the state
attorney general.

People can show their sup-
port for the “Save the Jobs,
Save Our Communities” move-
ment, which is based in a sever-
al-county region surrounding
Wilmington, by being part of
the group handing over peti-
tions to state of Ohio officials.

Participants will assemble at
the Wilmington Wal-Mart
Supercenter parking lot on state
Route 73 about 10:30 a.m.
Monday and leave for
Columbus at 11 a.m. Two buses
will be available for transporta-
tion and if they become filled,
the remainder of people will
travel by cars.

A press conference is
scheduled on the steps of the
Ohio Statehouse between 1 and

The
people
have
spoken

Petition drive
continues to boom

By BRANDON SMITH
bsmith@wnewsj.com

Police are not able to dis-
close much information sur-
rounding an ongoing rape
investigation, because both
the suspect and the victim are
juveniles.

The suspect is a teenage
male from Blanchester, and
the victim is a teenage female
from New Vienna.

However, a 19-year-old
Wilmington woman was
arrested Wednesday evening

in connection with the inci-
dent, that, according to
police, occurred at her resi-
dence: 10 Jodie Lane,
Apartment D, in Wilmington.
Brandy Jo Alexander was
charged with contributing to
the delinquency of a minor.

The alleged incident
occurred around 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 28.

Alexander’s charge is a
misdemeanor, unless she has
prior contributing charges,
which is unlikely, said police.

Further investigations are
pending in the case.

Investigation
into rape ongoing

WILMINGTON

WILMINGTON

WILMINGTON

Mary Houghtaling
speaks out

PORTSMOUTH

DHL brought before McCain

See PEOPLE, Page 2A

See PIG, Page 14A

See McCAIN, Page 2A

First-time 4-H’er wins big with pig

News Journal photo/Gary Huffenberger

First-time 4-H’er Alex Bartlett earned the overall grand champi-
on trophy Thursday in the Clinton County Junior Fair Swine Show.



1:30 p.m. Monday, said Mark
Dimondstein, lead field organ-
izer for the American Postal
Workers Union (APWU).

Candidates for U.S. presi-
dent, including John McCain
and Barack Obama, will be
challenged to address the
prospect of a direct loss of
7,400 Wilmington-based jobs,
said Dimondstein, noting Ohio
is a battleground state in presi-
dential elections and that the
economy is a key issue in the
state.

If a restructuring plan for

DHL is carried out, the air
transport and sorting of DHL’s
domestic freight will be per-
formed by United Parcel
Service, DHL’s chief competi-
tor in the business of shipping
cargo globally.

! PEOPLE
Continued from Page 1A

COMMON PLEAS COURT
John W. Rudduck, Judge
Today — 9 a.m., State of

Ohio vs. Sheila F. Parsons, pre-
trial; 9:15 a.m., State of Ohio
vs. Elizabeth Winemiller, pre-
trial; 9:30 a.m., Citicapital
Commercial Co. vs. Gilbert A.
Doughman, hearing on motion
for default; 9:45 a.m., State of
Ohio vs. Robert C. Scott, pre-
trial; 10 a.m., State of Ohio vs.
Jerry L. Brannon, pretrial;
10:15 a.m., State of Ohio vs.
James M. Gilpin, pretrial;
10:15 a.m., State of Ohio vs.
Rachel L. Duncan, motion to
revoke community control;
10:30 a.m., State of Ohio vs.
Michael P. Wilson, pretrial;
10:45 a.m., State of Ohio vs.
Danny L. Younker, pretrial; 11
a.m., State of Ohio vs. Joy B.
Howard, pretrial; 11:15 a.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Carrie
Delores Snow, pretrial; 11:30
a.m., State of Ohio vs. Jamie

C. Watson, pretrial; 11:30 a.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Dante
Pittman, pretrial; 11:30 a.m.,
State of Ohio vs. John M.
Harris, pretrial; 11:45 a.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Vivian L.
Dearth, pretrial; 1:45 p.m.,

State of Ohio vs. Jennifer
Ducker, pretrial; 1:45 p.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Donald
Joseph Kinney, pretrial; 2 p.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Victor A.
Newman, pretrial; 2:15 p.m.,
State of Ohio vs. Michael J.
Scott, pretrial; 2:30 p.m., State
of Ohio vs. Austin G. Pittman,
pretrial; 2:30 p.m., State of
Ohio vs. Kenneth Smith, pre-
trial; 2:30 p.m., State of Ohio
vs. Kenneth Smith, pretrial;
2:45 p.m., State of Ohio vs.
Foster Lee Raypole, pretrial; 3
p.m., Douglas E. Fawley vs.
Tina L. Fawley, final pretrial; 4
pm., State of Ohio vs. Roger J.
Rachford Jr., hearing on
motion.

Local weather
Highs in upper 80s
By The National Weather Service

Sunny today, with highs in
the upper 80s. South winds 5
to 10 mph.

Clear tonight, with lows in
the mid 60s. Southeast winds
around 5 mph.

Extended forecast
Partly sunny Saturday, with

a chance of showers and thun-
derstorms in the afternoon.
Highs in the upper 80s. South
winds 5 to 10 mph. Chance of
rain 30 percent.

Partly cloudy Saturday
night, with a chance of show-

ers and thunderstorms in the
evening, then mostly cloudy
with showers and thunder-
storms likely after midnight.
Lows in the upper 60s.
Southwest winds 5 to 10 mph.
Chance of rain 60 percent.

Mostly cloudy Sunday
morning, then becoming partly
sunny. A chance of showers
and thunderstorms. Highs in
the mid 80s. Chance of rain 50
percent.

Partly cloudy Sunday night,
with lows in the lower 60s.

Mostly clear Monday
through Thursday. Highs in the
mid 80s. Lows in the lower 60s.

www.chakerestheatres.com

Celebrating 100 Years of Motion Picture Exhibition

Today 4:45, 7:30, 10:00
Saturday 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00

Today 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Saturday 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30

Today 4:45, 7:30, 10:00
Saturday 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:00

Today 4:15, 7:00, 9:30
Saturday 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30

Today 4:30, 7:15, 9:45
Saturday 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45

1184916

Saturday market
is moving to the

corner of Mulberry
and Locust Streets

(city parking lot behind
David Adair building)

Clinton County Farmers’
Market is Moving!

Beginning July 12
Same Times

8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Same Growers

We’re
Moving!

Where?

Downtown!

For more information,
contact Clinton County

Extension Office at 382-0901 11
84

89
5

www.chakerestheatres.com

Chakeres
Wilmington Drive-In

1129 North Route 134 ~ 937-382-2307

Open Fri, Sat & Sun
 Starts @ 9:30

2nd Feature
11:15

“GET SMART” (PG-13)
Steve Carell

$10.00 a Car Load

1184884
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Market watch
On the farm

Opening prices for selected grains as of
4:30 p.m. Thursday (courtesy of Buckley
Brothers).
Corn (Cash) 6.45
Corn (New crop fall) 6.29
Wheat (Cash) 5.95
Soybeans (Cash) 15.70
Soybeans (New crop fall) 14.47

Wheat, corn falls
CHICAGO (AP) —

Agriculture futures traded
mixed Thursday on the
Chicago Board of Trade.

Wheat for July delivery fell
7.5 cents to $8.065 a bushel;
July corn fell 7.75 cents to

$6.7525 a bushel; July oats
gained 17 cents to $4.405 a
bushel; July soybeans rose
31.5 cents to $16.095 a bushel.

Beef futures traded lower
and pork futures traded higher
on the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange.

August live cattle fell 0.5
cent to $1.0205 cents a pound;
August cattle lost 0.25 cent to
$1.1265 a pound; July lean
hogs gained 1.28 cents to
73.95 cents a pound; July pork
bellies rose 1.7 cents to 65.85
cents a pound.

Stock prices rise
NEW YORK (AP) — Wall

Street stumbled through anoth-
er volatile session but ended
with a respectable gain
Thursday after a multibillion
dollar deal between Dow
Chemical Co. and rival Rohm
and Haas Co. helped offset
concerns about the financial
sector and energy costs.

Shares of mortgage finance
companies Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac skidded lower on
worries they will be forced to
sell more new shares than
anticipated to compensate for
losses from the housing slump.
Several retail banks and invest-
ment banks also dropped, par-
ticularly Lehman Brothers
Holdings Inc.

The declines in financials
came after Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson told Congress
Wall Street can’t expect the
government to bail out trou-
bled financial companies.

“For market discipline to
effectively constrain risk,
financial institutions must be
allowed to fail,” Paulson said.

Meanwhile, crude oil prices
rebounded by more than $5 to
more than $141 a barrel.

Though investors found a
reason to buy after Dow
Chemical’s $15 billion all-cash
acquisition of the special chem-
icals maker Rohm and Haas,
they are cautious ahead of quar-
terly earnings, in particular
financial results due next week.

The Dow Jones industrial
average finished up 81.58, or
0.73 percent, at 11,229.02.
Oil’s resurgence back above
$141 a barrel briefly pulled the
Dow into negative territory in
afternoon trading.

Broader stock indicators
also finished higher. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 index
gained 8.70, or 0.70 percent, to
1,253.39, while the Nasdaq
composite index rose 22.96, or
1.03 percent, to 2,257.85.

Light, sweet crude for
August delivery rose $5.60 to
$141.65 a barrel on the New
York Mercantile Exchange on
another missile test by Iran and
worries about more supply dis-
ruptions in Nigeria.

Bond prices ticked higher as
stocks fluctuated. The yield on
the benchmark 10-year
Treasury note, which moves
opposite to its price, slipped to
3.80 percent from 3.82 percent
late Wednesday. The dollar was
mixed against other major cur-
rencies, while gold prices rose.

The biggest decliner among
the 30 Dow companies was
American International Group
Inc, which tumbled $2.15, or
8.2 percent, to $23.99. On
Wednesday night, credit rat-
ings agency Moody’s Investors
Service lowered its financial
strength rating on AIG’s mort-
gage insurance subsidiary.

Freddie Mac fell $2.26, or 22
percent, to $8, and Fannie Mae
fell $2.11, or 13.8 percent, to
$13.20. Lehman fell $2.44, or
12.4 percent, to $17.30.

In economic data, the Labor
Department said new applica-
tions for unemployment insur-
ance fell by a seasonally adjust-
ed 58,000 to 346,000 last week.
But continuing claims rose,
indicating lingering weakness
in the labor market.

The number of people con-
tinuing to receive unemploy-
ment benefits jumped by
91,000 to 3.2 million for the
week ending June 28, the most
recent period for which that
information is available. The
gain leaves the filings at the
highest level since late
December 2003.

The Russell 2000 index of
smaller companies rose 6.69,
or 1.01 percent, to 670.44.

Overseas, Japan’s Nikkei
stock average rose 0.12 per-
cent. Britain’s FTSE 100 fell
2.22 percent, Germany’s DAX
index declined 1.28 percent,
and France’s CAC-40 fell 2.49
percent.

Of local interest
Prices for selected local stocks from

Thursday’s close (courtesy Edward
Jones).
Alkermes Inc.................. 13.31 ....... +0.38
DP&L Inc. ..................... 26.76 ....... +0.10
Fifth Third . .................... 11.84 ....... +0.74
General Electric Co. ...... 27.64 ....... +0.45
Kroger Co. .................... 29.33 ....... +0.07
Lowes Companies. ....... 19.42 ........ -0.80
McDonald’s Corp. ......... 58.44 ........ -0.81
National City .................... 4.55 ........ -0.09
Procter & Gamble.......... 64.22 ....... +0.42
Staples Inc. . .................. 21.47 ........ -0.59
Wal-Mart Stores ........... 57.21 ........ -0.46

On Wall Street

Coming up
Calendar of meetings and events, free and open to the public

Today, July 11
• Clinton-Massie Board of Education special meeting to

approve change in construction document, 8 a.m.
Monday, July 14

• Wilmington City School Board of Education, 6:30 a.m.,
board offices, 314 S. Nelson Ave.

• Wilmington Park Board, 6 p.m., community room, munici-
pal building.

• East Clinton Local Board of Education, 7 p.m., board office,
Lees Creek.

Tuesday, July 15
• Clinton Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees Audit/Finance

Committee, 7:30 a.m., 1 South collaboration room.
• Clinton County Board of Elections, 8:30 a.m., board office,

first floor, Clinton County Courthouse.

Westboro Road to be closed
for bridge replacement

Beginning Monday, weather permitting,
Westboro Road will be closed for a bridge
replacement.

The work will take about four weeks to
complete. The bridge is located 700 feet west
of Sycamore Road.

Court docket

Death notice

David Austin Rosselott
David Austin Rosselott, 37, of Cincinnati, died Wednesday

(July 9, 2008) at his residence. Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated 2 p.m. Monday at St. Mary Catholic Church,
Hillsboro, with cremation following the mass. Visitation will be
from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the TURNER & SON FUNERAL
HOME, 602 N. High St., Hillsboro.

Funeral

WILLIAM BRIDGES — Burial was Thursday in David’s
Cemetery, Kettering, for William F. Bridges. The Rev. Joe
Pinkerton officiated. Military honors were accorded by the
American Legion Post 200 and the VFW Post 3283 memorial
squads. On the flag detail were D.M. Andrews and Harry
Bowling. D.M. Andrews presented the American flag to Mr.
Bridges’ wife, Betty Swingley Bridges. The bugler, Ryan
Steward, played “Taps.” Pallbearers were Ryan Steward, Jake
Steward, Clay Harmon, David Harmon, Mark Ford and Terry
Eckart. Arrangements were under the direction of REYNOLDS-
SMITH FUNERAL HOME, Wilmington.

question to “start on one of their
talking points, you know.”

McCain seems to think that
current job training strategies
are mis-managed.

He outlined taking away
“some of this job-training
money that’s being wasted” on
programs that are “total failures
that were designed for the
1950’s,” and doing something
new with it: subsidizing income
for those who enroll in job train-
ing.

“If someone has a high-pay-
ing job,” he said, “particularly
an older worker, and that work-
er has to take a low-paying job,
just to survive … we would sub-
sidize … that worker’s salary, so
that they can have an appropri-
ate lifestyle while they’re under-
going the re-training and educa-
tion programs. We’ve got to do
that.”

A program such as this could
be a welcome addition in
Clinton County if 8,600 jobs are
cut. But expanding the program
nationally would likely also
draw heavy criticism from
Democrats, who already accuse
McCain of planning to elimi-
nate national debt without being
specific about how this could be
accomplished.

According to the Associated
Press, McCain has visited Ohio
significantly more than his polit-
ical rival in the presidential race
— presumptive Democratic
nominee Barack Obama.

The trip to Portsmouth

Wednesday was McCain’s fifth
visit to Ohio in four months, and
he has a sixth visit planned for
next week, to Cincinnati.

At Portsmouth, McCain tout-
ed his plan for solving the
nation’s energy woes.

In a conference call, Ohio’s
Governor Ted Strickland and
former Iowa Gov. Tom Vilsack
said McCain is too closely tied
to the Bush administration to
solve the country’s energy cri-
sis. Strickland said a spate of
huge Ohio job losses recently
were all connected to higher
fuel prices: DHL’s decision to
hire UPS to transport DHL
packages; General Motors’ clo-
sure of a sports utility vehicle
plant in suburban Moraine; and
Continental Airlines’ decision to
cut back on flights in Cleveland.
“I’m hearing nothing from
[McCain] that he has a serious
comprehension of our nation’s
current approach on working
class people,” Strickland said.

After McCain was applaud-
ed for speaking at the
Portsmouth meeting, he left the
podium and quickly found his
way to Houghtaling.

“I thrust my business card
into his hand,” said
Houghtaling, “and I shook his
hand, his right hand, and then he
gave me this giant bear hug.”

She was able to give him a
packet of relevant News Journal
front pages and opinion pages,
she said.

“You have to feel like you’re
trying to do something. Even
though there might be a brick
wall at the end. But if you don’t
try, you know there’s a brick
wall at the end,” she said.

! McCAIN
Continued from Page 1A
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