
“Life isn’t much
fun anymore
now that the

wife has me doing all kinds of
nutty things to economize.”

“Ah, yes, you speak of the
way Americans are respond-
ing to rapidly rising fuel and
food costs.”

“You got that right. The
wife and I used to enjoy din-
ing out. Now we sit around
clipping coupons, searching
for bargains and thinking up
ideas to cut our household
costs.”

“The horror.”
“Take one of the wife’s

bright ideas. Because meat
and poultry are so high, she
decided we’re vegetarians
now. I wake nights dreaming
of juicy burgers. As one wit
said, if God didn’t want us to
eat animals why did he make
them taste so good?”

“An excellent point.”
“But it’s not like vegetables

are cheap, either. So the wife
made me plant a large garden.
I spend hours digging, plant-
ing, pruning and weeding. I
thought mankind invented the
suburbs so sluggards like me
could avoid menial labor.”

“I feel your pain.”
“What’s worse: the wife is

so cost-conscious all we ever
eat is leftovers. I got so frus-
trated, I took the advice of
humorist Calvin Trillin. I
hired a crew of archeologists
to search for the original
meal.”

“That’s no good.”
“Then the wife reads an

article in Money magazine
about homemade laundry
detergent. Next thing I know
I’m grating natural soap, boil-
ing it, then adding borax, bak-
ing soda and essential oils. It
only takes several hours of
what used to be my leisure
time to make a batch.”

“Rapidly rising fuel and
food costs are surely agitating
many Americans, but aren’t
there some upsides?”

“Upsides?”
“To reduce fuel and food

costs, more families are din-
ing together at home. They’re
carting their kids off to organ-
ized events less often and
staying in. Such quality time
is surely a good thing.”

“Except that we spend our
quality time doing menial
labor and making soap.”

“Many Americans are real-
izing how spoiled and waste-
ful we have been. We used to
grab anything we wanted at

the grocery store. Now we
think things through. We look
for lower-cost items and we’re
finding lots of ways to enjoy a
healthier diet on a smaller
budget.”

“Believe me, the wife has
mastered the concept.”

“A little pain can be good.
The hope is more Americans
will begin to understand how
economics and global markets
work — and how bad ideas
can result in pain at the pump
and in the grocery store.”

“Bad ideas?”
“Look, 70 percent of the

fuel that powers the American
economy comes from foreign
sources. That makes us
extremely vulnerable — as
evidenced by the recent spike
in gasoline costs. It took years
of bad policy to make us that
vulnerable.”

“It did?”
“Some politicians want to

produce more oil and gas at
home right away and some are
dragging their feet. Which
ideas do you think are better?”

“I better bone up on what
my congressman is thinking.”

“One cause of high food
prices is ethanol. As a result
of hefty government subsi-
dies, one quarter of our corn
is being converted into fuel.
That has increased the
demand for corn, which has

driven up its cost. It’s driven
up the cost of beef and pork,
too, because cows and pigs
eat corn.”

“So everything is connect-
ed?”

“To be sure. It ties into the
presidential election, too. One
candidate will raise taxes and
one won’t. Higher taxes will
slow economic growth, which
will hurt the profitability of
businesses, which will limit
their ability to pay you higher
wages. Won’t that make it
even harder for you to keep
up with rising costs?”

“You’re saying we can vote
our way out of our food and
fuel woes?”

“Not entirely, but it’s an
important place to start. Ideas
matter and we’d be wise to
carefully examine the policies
our politicians hope to impose
on us.”

“Will do, but I have to go.
The wife rigged up the sta-
tionary bike to a power gener-
ator. It’s my shift to pedal.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Tom is a
humor columnist nationally
syndicated exclusively by
Cagle Cartoons. Visit Tom on
the web at
www.TomPurcell.com or e-
mail him at Purcell@caglecar-
toons.com.
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Where to write

In Congress
U.S. senators

• GEORGE V. VOINOVICH (R) – B-34 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C., 20510 (202)
224-3353.

• SHERROD BROWN (D) – Room 140, Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, (202)
224-2315, FAX (202) 224-6519; or Room 960, 37 W. Broad St., Columbus 43215, (614) 469-6774; Case-
work hotline: 1-800-205-OHIO.

U.S. representative
• MIKE TURNER (R), 3rd District — 1740 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C., 20515,

(202) 225-6465; e-mail: oh03.wyr@mail.house.gov; Dayton Office, (937) 225-2843; Wilmington office, 61
E. Main St., Suite 1, 383-8931, FAX 383-8910.

In Columbus
State senator

• JOHN CAREY (R), 17th Senate District — Statehouse, Room 134, Columbus 43215; (614) 466-8156;
238 McGhee Lane, P.O. Box 414, Wellston 45692, (740) 384-6604; e-mail: jcarey@mailr.sen.state.oh.us

State representative
• DAVID DANIELS (R), 86th House District – 77 S. High St., Columbus 43215; (614) 466-3506; e-mail: dis-

trict86@ohr.state.oh.us; 440 North St., Greenfield 45123, (937) 981-3016.
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To fight DHL’s plans, spreading the word
Agroup of local

Teamsters that
includes ABX Air

pilots recently devoted a
chunk of money to raising
national awareness about the
local plight. Reportedly, the
money had been allocated to
fund a strike if one ever
occurred.

Thank you, Teamsters.
8,000 jobs gone from a

community this small? Maybe
it’s not unheard of, but it
should matter to a lot of peo-
ple, especially in Washington.

Washington should be
careful, though, not to lump
what’s happening here into
the general economic down-
turn. It may be hard to avoid
doing that when one considers

the jobs lost from the GM
plant at Moraine and the cuts
at Continental Airlines, among
other grim predictions trig-
gered by fuel prices.

But a quick search of
YouTube.com using terms like
“DHL UPS,” “Frank Appel”
and “DHL antitrust” will sug-
gest something’s fishy with
this particular case.

We don’t endorse any of
the conspiracy theories, of

course. If we have a lead from
a trustworthy source, we run
with the story. So if you
haven’t read it here, it’s prob-
ably just hearsay.

Still, the theorists raise
some questions for us.

Shipping jobs overseas or to
Mexico to lower costs is one
thing. But a foreign company
constantly shuffling around
jobs within the United States,
wreaking havoc wherever they
do it, is another. It’s an attack
on our own soil, so to speak.

I can imagine it now: suits
relaxing at some country club
outside Bonn, considering the
foie gras with greater dili-
gence than the effects this
decision will have on people.

We admit there’s a fine

line. The United States should
encourage foreign investment
to a certain extent, but there
should be greater oversight of
that investment. Our legisla-
tors need to set some ground
rules, and who better to start
the movement than Turner,
Brown and Voinovich?

Still — that’s in the long
run. Right now, our nation and
its capital just needs to know
what’s going on.

Maybe just as much, the
German population needs to
know what’s going on. DHL
needs to be embarrassed on its
own soil for the way it treats
families and community. We
think the average Deutscher
would have compassion.

Luckily, the local

Teamsters may pay for raising
awareness in Germany, as
well. Way to go.

The offices of Senators
Obama and McCain should
investigate the DHL situation
more thoroughly. In the quest
to become the most powerful
person in the world, a candi-
date needs all the popularity
he or she can muster — espe-
cially in the state of Ohio.

And if one candidate beats
the other at getting to the bot-
tom of this matter (are you
listening, campaign staffers?)
expect southwest Ohio to

notice.
We’re hearing Obama

plans to make a campaign
visit to Wilmington.

A campaign stop in the
area could help bring more
national attention to DHL’s
plans and, potentially, to a
candidate’s views on corpo-
rate responsibility.

It’s an issue that, in this
community, is likely the most
important one approaching
November’s elections.

Even more so than, it
would seem, the economy in
general.

Brandon
Smith

Staff Intern

“It’s an attack on our own soil,
so to speak.”

Rumor millRumor mill
FFaa cc tt   oo rr   ff ii cc tt ii oo nn

What are my bids for ... a hospital?
THE RUMOR: Clinton Memorial Hospital is in the process of

being sold.
THE FACT: No, CMH Regional Health System has not been

sold nor is it in the process of being sold, according to Diane
Borton, community/public relations specialist.

Andy Riddell, president and CEO of CMH, meets on a regular
basis with other health care systems in the region, to explore
opportunities to utilize their physician base for certain specialized
services.

CMH is always pursuing affiliations with other healthcare
organizations which benefits the community health care needs--
such as Midwest Ultrasound, Ohio Heart, Riverside Radiology,
etc., that have been developed in the past.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Rumors swirl around the county fre-
quently. The News Journal will try to quash or verify serious
rumors as they arise. Submit your questions to info@wnewsj.com.

Today in History
By The Associated Press
Today is Saturday, July 19,

the 201st day of 2008. There
are 165 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On July 19, 1848, a pioneer
women’s rights convention
convened in Seneca Falls, N.Y.

On this date:
In 1553, 15-year-old Lady

Jane Grey was deposed as
Queen of England after claim-
ing the crown for nine days.
King Henry VIII’s daughter
Mary was proclaimed Queen.

In 1870, the Franco-
Prussian war began.

In 1943, allied air forces
raided Rome during World War
II.

In 1944, the Democratic
National Convention convened
in Chicago with the renomina-
tion of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt considered a fore-
gone certainty.

In 1969, Apollo 11 and its
astronauts, Neil Armstrong,
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin and
Michael Collins, went into
orbit around the moon.

In 1975, the Apollo and
Soyuz space capsules that were
linked in orbit for two days
separated.

In 1979, the Nicaraguan
capital of Managua fell to
Sandinista guerrillas, two days
after President Anastasio
Somoza had fled the country.

In 1984, U.S. Rep.
Geraldine A. Ferraro, D-N.Y.,
won the Democratic nomina-
tion for vice president by
acclamation at the party’s con-
vention in San Francisco.

In 1989, 111 people were
killed when a United Air Lines
DC-10 crashed while making
an emergency landing at Sioux
City, Iowa; 185 other people
survived.

In 1993, President Clinton
announced a policy allowing
homosexuals to serve in the
military under a compromise
dubbed “don’t ask, don’t tell,
don’t pursue.”

Ten years ago: Seeking to
break a 16-month deadlock,
Israel and the Palestinians held

their first high-level talks in
months. Hundreds of Serb
police battled secessionist
guerrillas for control of the
central Kosovo town of
Orahovac.

Five years ago: A chartered
aircraft carrying three families
to a game reserve plowed into
Mount Kenya, killing all 12
American tourists and the two
South African pilots on board.

One year ago: A federal
judge dismissed a lawsuit
brought by former CIA opera-
tive Valerie Plame, who was
demanding money from Bush
administration officials she
blamed for leaking her agency
identity. Taliban gunmen
abducted 23 South Koreans
who worked at an aid organiza-
tion in Kandahar, Afghanistan.
(Two hostages were fatally
shot; the rest were later freed.)

Today’s Birthdays
Former Sen. George

McGovern is 86. Actor Pat
Hingle is 84. Actress Helen
Gallagher is 82. Country singer
Sue Thompson is 82. Country
singer George Hamilton IV is
71. Actor Dennis Cole is 68.
Singer Vikki Carr is 67.
Country singer-musician
Commander Cody is 64. Actor
George Dzundza is 63. Rock
singer-musician Alan Gorrie
(Average White Band) is 62.
Rock musician Brian May is
61. Rock musician Bernie
Leadon is 61. Actress Beverly
Archer is 60. Movie director
Abel Ferrara is 57. Actor Peter
Barton is 52. Rock musician
Kevin Haskins (Love and
Rockets; Bauhaus) is 48.
Movie director Atom Egoyan
is 48. Actor Campbell Scott is
47. Actor Anthony Edwards is
46. Country singer Kelly
Shiver is 45. Actress Clea
Lewis is 43. Country musician
Jeremy Patterson (Flynnville
Train) is 38. Classical singer
Urs Buhler (Il Divo) is 37.
Actor Andrew Kavovit is 37.
Rock musician Jason McGerr
(Death Cab for Cutie) is 34.
Actress Rachel Miner is 28.
Actor Jared Padalecki is 26.
Actor Steven Anthony
Lawrence is 18.

History notebook

Food and gas pains
Tom
Purcell


